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-The general penalty provided in Clause
_'28 is £100. This reduces the penalty by
half. Even the Chief Secretary should
concede that the amendment is reason-
able.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I agree to the
first part of the amendment, but I think
imprisonment without the option of a fine
as provided in the latter part is not war-
ranted. I oppose the latter portion of the
,amendment.

Mon. L. CRAIG: Clause 28 provides a
-general penalty not exceeding £100, and
Mr. Jones's amendment reduces that to
£50. For a second offence his amendment
provides six months' imprisonment with-
out the option of a fine. I think we should
at least leave the penalty of £100 as it is.
It is a maximum penalty, just as the £50
proposed is a maximum penalty. I think
what we should debate is whether a man
should be sentenced to gaol without any
option of a fine for a second offence.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, put and
passed.

New clause:
Bon. H. K. WATSON: I move-

That the following be inserted to
stand as Clause 9:-

The board shall prepare and
submit to the Minister not later
than the 30th day of September in
each calendar year a report on
-the exercise and performance by
the board of its powers, functions
-and duties under this Act during
the 12 months ended on the pre-
ceding 30th day of June. A copy
Qf such report shall be laid before
both Houses of Parliament.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I cannot see
any objection. Whether or not this new
clause is included, a report will be pre-
sented to Parliament each year.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I wish to query the date
mentioned, the 30th June. In some other
provision of the Bill the date, the 31st July.
is used. Would the mover consider amend-
tig the new clause?

Hon. H. K. WATSON: I ask leave to
~amend the new clause by striking out the
the words "30th day of June" and insert-
ing the words "31st day of July," in lieu.

Leave granted.

New clause, as altered, put and passed.

'Bill reported with a further amendment
and the report adopted.

House adjourned at 2.16 a.mn. (Friday).

Thursday, 2nd December, 1954.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

BILL-STATE TRANSPORT
CO-ORDINATION ACT

AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Minister for Trans-
port and read a first time.

QUESTIONS.

FREMANTLE RAILWAY BRIDGE.
As to Reconstruction and Costs.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN asked the Minister
for Railways:

(1) What amount has now been ex-
pended under all headings on the recon-
struction of the Fremantle railway bridge?

(2) How much more will it cost before
it is completed?

(3) How long will it take to complete?
(4) What will then be the estimated

safe 'working life of the bridge?
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The MINISTER replied:
(1) Expenditure booked to date-

£ s. d.
General Loan Fund 26,282 0 0
Operating expenses

and maintenance 23,900 0 0

Total £.. 50,182 0 0

(2) Approximately £1,300 has yet to be
debited against this work.

(3) Completed on the 26th November.
1954.

(4) Approximately five years af ter
which further renewals will be required.

WAGON TIMBER CONSTRUCTION CO.

As to Profits and Current Contracts.

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister for
Housing:

(1) Is the State Saw Mills still a part-
ner in Wagon Timber Construction Co.?

(2) What was the profit of the company
for the year ended the 30th June, 1954?

(3) What is the share of each of the
partners in the profits?

(4) Has the company current contracts
for Government business? If so, to what
extent?

(5) Has the company current contracts
for private business? If so, to what ex-
tent?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) and (3) The Wagon Timber Con-

struction Co. is a partnership and as such
is not required to disclose its profits for
general information.

(4) The company does not hold any con-
tract for direct supply to the Government.

(5) Yes. The extent of such contracts
is the private business of the company.

FISHERIES.
As to Future of Trawling, Southern Coast.

Hon. C. F. J. NORTH asked the Minister
for Fisheries:

Can he see a future for trawling off the
southern coast of the State, provided suit-
able craft are obtained?

The MINISTER replied:
The hon. member will be aware that

from October, 1949, to March, 1952, two
trawlers, the "Comilles" and the "Ben
Dearg," were operating in the waters of
the Great Australian Bight broadly be-
tween Doubtful Island and Eucla. For the
first year or so after finding their bear-
ings, both vessels made reasonably good
catches of fish of fair quality. Subse-
quently, however, by reason mainly of fre-
quent breakdowns and crew difficulties,
the catches fell away, and it soon became

evident that, despite increased prices al--
lowed by the Prices Commissioner, con-
tinued operations could be carried on only
at a loss.

The trawlers were both very old and
small, and were not really suited to our
conditions, hence it would be unfair to
assess the potentialities of the south
coastal region by reference to the results
they achieved. At the same time, much
valuable information has been made avail-
able to the Fisheries Department, and to
the C.S.I.R.O., one of whose officers has
analysed the catch figures and related them
to operations elsewhere. A copy of this
paper can be made available to the hon.
member if he is interested. I feel sure
that there is a future in this area, given
modern vessels and equipment.

HOUSING.
(a) As to Loan and Waiting Time,

War Service Appilicants.

Mr. WILD asked the Minister for Hous-
ing:

(1) What is the amount of the loarn
now made available to war service appli-
cants?

(2) What is the waiting time for those
desiring to build on their own account?

The MINTER~ rplied:

(1) £2,750.
(2) Nine months. This waiting period

was fixed by the Director of War Service
Homes, on an all-States basis and is re-
viewed by him from time to time. How-
ever, if an applicant employs an archi-
tect to prepare the plans and specifications
and to supervise the construction of the
dwelling, the waiting period may be re-
duced.

(b) As to Reason for Director's Ruling.

Mr. WILD (without notice) asked the
Minister for Housing:

Following on the answer that the Minis-
ter gave to my question a few moment&
ago, can he give the House any indicatiort
of the reason why the Director of War
Service Homes in Canberra has laid down
that an applicant must wait nine months
for a house?

The MINISTER replied:
It is a little difficult for me to answer

the question because the Director of War
Service Homes is very touchy on informa-
tion being given in Parliament or made
public without his prior consent being ob-
tained. However, as I see it, the position
is that Western Australia is being penalised
by applicants for war service homes being
compelled to wait for a longer period than
is necessary so that the director- can keep
the waiting period on an all-States uni-
form basis. If this State were permitted
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by the Commonwealth to proceed to pro-
vide homes for ex-servicemen, in accord-
ance with its capacity, there would be a
shorter waiting period than that insisted
.upon by the Commonwealth.

EDUCATION,
As to School, Reserve 2101, Greenmount.

Mr BRADY asked the Minister for Edu-
cation:

(1) Is the Education Department mak-
ing provision to cater for schooling of
children whose parents are likely to re-
side in the new housing area on reserve
2101 Greenount?

(2) Will a new school be built on re-
serve 2101?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes. Provision has been made for a

schoolsite in the subdivision of reserve
2101, Greenmount.

(2) Yes.

MIDLAND JUNCTION ABATTOIR.
As-to Chairman and Members of Board.

Mr. JOHNSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture:

In view of the member for Nedlands'
speech on the 3rd November, disclosing
that C. H. Evans, secretary of Air Beef
Pty. Ltd., is a shareholder of that whole-
sale meat distributing organisation, and
as Mr. Evans is also consumers' representa-
tive and chairman of the Midland Junction
Abattoir Board, will he inform the House-

(1) Is it valid for a wholesaler to repre-
sent consumers under the provisions of Sec-
tion 12, Subsection 2, of the Abattoirs Act
Amendment Act, 1952?

(2) Which Government was responsible
for the original appointees to the Mid-
land Junction Abattoir Board?

(3) What were their names, ages and
occupations at the time of appointment?

(4) Were the appointments made after
the McLarty-Watts Ministry was defeated
at the general elections, but prior to the
newly elected Ministry taking office?

(5) If the appointments were made dur-
ing that period, is a defeated Ministry
competent to sit in Executive Council and
would its decisions be valid?

(6) What were the dates of polling day,
appointments to the board, and the resig-
nation of the McLarty-Watts Ministry?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes, the only qualification is that he

be a qualified- accountant.
(2) The McLarty-Watts Government.
(3) Clive Henry Evans, chartered ac-

countant and partner of 0. L. Haines & Co.
Oscar Edward Waldemone Bruns, selected
from a panel of names submitted by the
Farmers' Union of W .A. Frerlerick Austin

Johnston, smallgoodsman, livestock buyer
and retailer, submitted by the Meat and
Allied Trades Federation of Australia,
W.A. Division, after that body had called
for nominations and made its selection.

(4) No.
(5) Answered by No. (4).
(6) (a) The 14th February, 1953.

(b) Approved by His Excellency the
Governor in Executive Council.
on the 29th January, 1953.

(c) The 23rd February, 1953.

ROADS.
As to Resumptions and Compensation.

Hon. A. F. WATTS (without notice)
asked the Minister for Works:

Will he lay on the Table of the House
the files relating to the land resumption
to be involved in the answer to a. question
asked by the member for Katanning yes-
terday?

The MINISTER replied:
It is impossible to estimate how many

files would be involved in this matter and
not knowing the number, I am not pre-
pared to give an undertaking now that the
files will be tabled. It is not obvious to me
why the hon. member desires to see these
papers, because no indication has been
given that there has been any difficulty in
regard to the matter, but I can assure the
hon. member that if he does desire to per-
use the papers, they will be made available
to him in the office of the Commissioner
for Main Roads, and I have no objection
to the hon. member seeing them.

BILL-INSPECTION OF MACHINERY
ACT AMENDMENT.

Council's Amendments.

Schedule of two amendments made by
the Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. J. Hegney in the Chair; the Minister
for Mines in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2, page 2-Delete the
words "where they are under the charge
of one driver" in lines 15 and 16.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The sug-
gested amendment has been examined by
the Chief Inspector of Machinery. I have
had a word with him about it and we both
agree that there is no objection to it. I
move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.
No. 2. Clause 4, page 3-Delete the

words "with any machinery" in line 8 and
substitute the word "therewith."
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: I move-
That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL-LIMITATION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council's Amendfmen~t.

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Committee.

Mr. Moir in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The Council's amend-
ment is as follows:-

Clause 4, page 2-Delete the words
"the cause of action accrued" in line
29 and substitute the words "such
notice is given."

The PREMIER: The Council's amend-
ment relates to Clause 4, which provides
that actions against public authorities shall
not be sustained according to law unless,
among other things, the action is com-
menced before the expiration of one year
from the date on which the cause of action
accrued. if it became law the Council'.
amendment would have the effect of allow-
ing actions to be taken over a longer period
than was proposed in the Bill as approved
in this Chamber. I wish to read the rele-
vant portion of the advice submitted by
the Crown Law Department in relation to
this amendment. It reads-

It is considered that, as the Bill now
stands, 12 months is ample time to
commence action by the issuing of a
writ or summons, as the case may be,
against the Public authority.

The Bill itself gives to the court an un-
portant discretion in relation to actions
against public authorities. In this con-
nection, I would refer members to para-
graph (b) of Subsection (3) of proposed
new Section 47A, from which it will be
seen that even if, for some justifiable
reason, a person wished to take action
against a public authority and failed to do
so within the time stipulated by the pro-
posed new law, the court would still have
wide discretion and be able to authorise
the taking of such action if, in its opinion,
the court thought it was fair and reason-
able that an action should be initiated. It
seems to me that what the Council's
amendment endeavours to effect is already
provided for in the Bill in the discretion
given to the court.

Mr. Hearman: Under your proposal
would a plaintiff who left it longer than 12
months have an opportunity to establish
a -?rimei facie case by argument before the
CL urt?

The PREMIER: Under the proposed law,
he would have the right to approach the
court and put before it the reason he
thought would justify the court authorising
him to initiate the action, despite the fact
that the legal time to commence such ac-
ion had expired. In the circumstances, it
would seem that the Legislative Council
is making the actual time too long, in point
of law, and if we were to agree to the
amendment, people could take the full
limit of the longer time permitted, and
the public authorities would probably be
prejudiced in their defence of any such
action.

We should consider the interests of the
public authority and make it necessary for
people who wish to take action against
such public authority to initiate it in a
reasonable time. Where some person who
has reasonable ground for action against
a public authority fails, for some good rea-
son, to start his action within the specified
time, there would still be open to him the
right of approach to the court that there
was good ground upon which the court
might authorise action on his part, even
although the legal time permitted to start
an action had expired. If a longer period
in which to commence an action is per-
mitted, then those people who consider
they have grounds for action against pub-
lic authorities could be encouraged to take
the full limit of time permissible before
commencing such action.

The longer people take to commence an
action against public authorities, the
greater becomes the difficulty in preparing
a defence. As the Bill now stands no
party would be prejudiced or penalised
because of the discretion granted to the
court to allow an action to be commenced
even though it might be beyond the time
limit, provided it was satisfied that there
were reasonable grounds why such an ac-
tion could not be initiated before. I move-

That the amendment be not agreed
to.

Hon. A. V. P.ABBOTT: What the Pre-
mier has outlined is largely correct. It is
right and proper that this discretionary
power should be given to the court, but
the time should commence, not from the
date on which the cause of action arose,
but from the date on which notice was
given. I have raised this point previously
and the Premier was not disinclined to my
suggestion to alter the time limit from one
year to six months.

From a practical point of view it would
be much better for the legal profession to
have more time before the notice is sent.
When lawyers send notices they know that
they will have six months within which to
commence the action, and if my sugges-
tion is agreed to, inconvenience and expense
will be avoided by having to make applica-
tion to the court. Take the case of the
police constable who was injured. became
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unconscious for a long time and subse-
quently died. During the time he was
unconscious it would have been impossible
to start an action. I therefore more an
alternative amendment-

That proposed new Section 47A be
amended by striking out the words
"one year" in line 28, page 2, and in-
serting the words "six months and"
in lieu.

The PREMIER: I am unable to accept
the alternative amendment put forward.
As I said, this matter has been referred
to the Crown Law Department. When the
matter was debated originally, the under-
standing was that any amendment would
be referred to that department for advice.
That has been done and the department
has strongly advised that the Council's
amendment be not agreed to. The case
put forward by the member for Mt. Lawley
in support of his argument is one in which
the court would doubtless have adopted
a reasonable attitude by granting an ex-
tension of time for an action to be in-
stituted. I have complete faith in courts.
I am sure that whenever it can be proved
that special circumstances prevented the
commencement of an action within the
time permitted, the court would take a
reasonable view and allow an extension.

Parliament owes a duty to the public
authorities which will be concerned with
this legislation. This is a law which will
benefit people who wish to take action
against public authorities. It is not done
to help the latter, because they stand to
lose, not gain, by the new law. We owe
a duty to the public authorities to ensure
that people, who think they have grounds
for action, take the necessary steps to
initiate action within a reasonable time.

The principle contained in this clause as
it was approved by the Legislative Council
is also to be found in other Acts in this
State. It is found in Section 12 of the
Workers' Compensation Act and in Section
29 of the Motor Vehicles (Third Party)
Insurance Act. I am also advised that it
is contained in the New Zealand Limita-
tion Act and in several similar Acts in the
various States of the Commonwealth. In
the circumstances, the fair thing is to de-
feat the alternative amendment and dis-
agree to the Council's amendment.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: What the Pre-
mier has said is largely correct, but I am
not aware whether my suggestion has been
submitted to the Crown Law Department.
I take it that what was submitted was the
amendment of the Council. Under the
Bill there are two requirements. The pro-
spective plaintiff has to give the prospec-
tive defendant notice in writing as soon
as practicable after the cause of action.
Is six months too long to allow him for
taking action after he has given notice as
soon as practicable? Say he gives notice
after 10 months, which was as soon as

Practicable, would it not be reasonable t(>
allow him more than two months to com-
mence the action?

My proposal follows naturally on the
preceding paragraph. I realise that the
court could be asked to grant leave to take
action after the specified time had expired.

The Premier: The plaintiff would only
have to initiate the action.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: Quite so. This
is a matter of defining the position clearly
for the legal profession. The lawyer might
not be consulted until a considerable time
after the incident occurred, and it might
be that he gave notice as soon as practic-
able. The commencing of the action must
date, not from that time but from the
earlier period. I suggest that the Premier
defer the matter for half an hour and
consider it further.

The Premier: I think the court could
be trusted to consider special cases.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBO0TT: I, too, think so,
but it is much better to have the matter
clearly defined, as this might save con-
fusion to professional men. The plaintiff
might not have known that he had a cause
of action. For instance, there might be a
form of trespass by the Public Works De-
partment of which he was unaware. He
might not have knowledge of it until 11
months afterwards.

The Premier: The period for giving
notice is elastic.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: Yes, but the
other period is not.

The Premier: Nor should it be, especially
as we propose to give the court a wide
discretion.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: Would it not
be more logical to provide for a certain
amount of time after the giving of notice?

The Premier: We have to afford the
public authority some protection.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: But does not
the main protection consist in the notice
that has to be given as soon as practic-
able? This is a technical matter and I
appreciate the Premier's difficulty, but
what I am asking is not unreasonable.
Had my suggestion been submitted to the
Crown Law Department and been disap-
proved of, I would not argue further, but
I believe that what was submitted was the
Council's amendment, which is quite a dif-
ferent matter.

The PREMIER: The Crown Law advice
is very firm on the point that the provision
in the Bill is reasonable for any person
who may have cause to initiate an action
against a public authority, and at the
same time is reasonable for the public
authority. We have to consider both sides.
This represents an advance in the law in
regard to the rights of persons wishing
to take action against public authorities
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in that such persons will have greater
rights than they had previously. There-
fore it is only fair that a person having
grounds for action should initiate it within
a reasonable time. The portion of the
Bill that the Council desires to amend is
that which provides that an action must
be commenced within one year of the
cause of action.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: But the person
concerned might not know of it.

The PREMIER: I have already pointed
out that, if the person is prevented by
circumstances from initiating his action
within the stipulated time, the court would
have complete discretion to consider the
case and permit him to proceed. The
rights of such a person are well covered.
We must not give everything to a person
who may wish to initiate an action and
leave no reasonable protection for the pub-
lic authority. We cannot allow a situation
to develop where a public authority may
have an action initiated against it with-
out knowing anything about it for perhaps
two years after the cause of the action
accrued.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: The plaintiff
might not know of it.

The PREMIER: As soon as he knows-
Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: He gives notice.

The PREMIER: Even though the legal
tmefrcmecn the ac-tion had ex-
pired, the Bill would give him the right to
obtain a hearing in the court, and if the
court considered the circumstances reason-
able, he would receive permission to pro-
ceed. That seems reasonable, and I sug-
gest to the member for Mt. Lawley that in
the circumstances he might consider with-
drawing his alternative amendmento
allow us to proceed in our endeavour to
prevail upon the Council not to insist upon
its amendment.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: What the
Premier has said is largely correct. If the
court thinks it is reasonable to extend the
time, it can extend it. I was thinking of
the professional lawyer rather than the
plaintiff. A man may have given notice
within 11 months, and then he consults his
lawyer who has to do everything within the
next month.

The Premier: If it is not physically pos-
sible to initiate the action within the
month the lawyer can go to court.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: That is so, but
what is possible and what is done are, at
times, two different things. Sometimes
matters are overlooked, and the judge
might say, "You have had a month within
which to issue your writ."

The Premier: Then the client would have
an action against his lawyer.

Hon. A. V. R. ABBOTT: Exactly. I
thought I made it clear why I wanted to
move the amendment. That is why I
was trying to provide for six months from

the date when the matter was placed in
the hands of the lawyer. I ask leave to
withdraw my amendment.

Alternative amendment, by leave, with-
drawn.

Question put and passed: the Council's
amendment not agreed to.

Resolution reported and the report
adopted.

A committee consisting of Hon. A. V. R.
Abbott, Mr. Johnson and the Premier drew
up reasons for not agreeing to the Coun-
cil's amendment.

Reasons adopted and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

BILL-PARKS AND RESERVES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 25th November.

MR. MANN (Beverley) [3.9]: I support
the member for North Perth in bringing
forward this Bill. I feel that any attempt
to touch King's Park would be detrimental
to the State. We, in this House who are
old, appreciate the park, and when it is
handed down untouched to those lads who
are mn the gallery upstairs, I am sure they
will be pleased with those members who
voted for the Bill this afternoon.

The Minister for Housing: They are
using it now.

Mr. MANN: I hope the Bill is passed
because I do not think any portion of the
park should be used in this way without
the permission of both Houses of Parlia-
ment. I hope that the amendments
appearing on the notice paper will be
agreed to, as I think they will improve
the Bill. All the overseas visitors that I
have met have spoken of the glorious heri-
tage we have in King's Park, and it is one
that I believe should be preserved.

MR. ANDREW (Victoria Park) [3.11W: I
think this debate has covered a wider field
than was necessary and therefore I cannot
confine my remarks to the real issue. The
Bill, if passed, would in no way prevent
happening to King's Park anything that is
possible under the powers of the board,
but it would provide that before a swim-
ming pool or any other such amenity
could be established there, the permission
of Parliament would have to be obtained.
As a matter of fact, the passing or reject-
ing of the Bill will not mean that there
will be no swimming pool in King's Park.
The passing of the measure would simply
mean that before the board could go ahead
with such a proposition, it would have to
obtain the permission of Parliament.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: The Government
has a right of veto over the decisions of
the King's Park Board and so the Govern-
ment would have to get the consent of
Parliament.
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Mr. ANDREW: A number of arguments
have been raised against the measure, but'
I found it hard to follow the reasoning of
the member for Canning. He said he was
not too happy about the proposal to estab-
lish a swimming pool in King's Park and
said that the native flora would be
destroyed anyhow. Finally the member for
Canning opposed the Bill; in other words
he apparently favoured the swimming pool.

Mr. Jamieson: You had better read my
speech with stronger glasses.

Mr. ANDREW: I read the hon. member's
speech twice. The hon. member spoke
at considerable length on the conservation
of the flora and fauna and what we should
do to that end. Then he definitely stated
that the flora and fauna of King's Park
would deteriorate in any case. The only
conclusion I could draw from that was
that if the flora and fauna are doomed to
deteriorate, we might as well have the
swimming pool there. Then he used a
common debating trick. When a person
has not a sound argument to put forward
in debate, a trick that is sometimes used
is to impute motives to someone else. He
said that the member who brought down
the Bill would not have done so had cer-
tain things happened, but that is a ques-
tion which I believe could well be left
alone.

I think many members were surprised
at the statement of the Minister who
apparently is used to cultivated areas and
fields. We, in Australia, are used to a
rugged type of country and there are many
who would not endorse the Minister's re-
marks. We all know that cultivated lawns
and gardens are beautiful. One cannot
deny that they have a certain beauty, but
so has the natural bushland of Western
Australia. The member for West Perth
said, "Shame on him!", but I think that
member put up a very good argument. He
made a well considered speech and put
forward some good reasons why the board
should be left to make its own decisions.
He also said that no decision had yet been
made regarding the proposed swimming
pool. I believe that that is one of the
reasons why the Bill was brought down-
to do something before a decision had
been made. However, the member for
West Perth did say that a site had been
chosen and that the board had asked the
Perth City Council for more details and
a proper plan. He would have us believe
that there is no cause for alarm, but I
think what he said shows that the pro-
posal is already well in the minds of the
members of the King's Park Board.

There are other aspects of the matter
to be considered apart from those men-
tioned by the member for West Perth.
Several members spoke of the beauty of
King's Park and the fact that it is a
heritage of the coming generation. I do

not know that there is any other city in
the world which has a Park such as this
so close to its centre. We must recognise
that King's Park is unique, although some
people would be prepared to give it away
piecemeal for purposes of athletic enter-
tainrnent. The Minister said that the
people who go to King's Park visit the
cultivated portions, but he did not men-
tion the fact that those parts and particu-
larly that nearest the entrance at this
end, have a wonderful view, and that people
go there to see it.

It is very restful to sit on the grass,
having before one what is one of the finest
views in Australia. All the entrances to
the park are near thickly populated areas
and naturally more people congregate
there than in other parts of the area. The
park is of great interest to our people and
I think we should keep it as it is, apart
from the cultivated portion. An aspect
that has not been touched on in this debate
is that although we so often talk of decen-
tralisation and are faced with traffic prob-
lems caused by vehicles moving into the
congested areas, the establishment of the
proposed swimming pool in King's Park
would mean bringing a great deal more
traffic through some of the most congested
parts of the city.

Mr. Jamieson: Why do you not close the
park altogether so that no one may get
into it?

Mr. ANDREW: That is the sort of inane
interjection the member for Canning
would make. If we build a swimming
pool in King's Park, people will. come to
it from all over the metropolitan area.
It will be situated between the railway line
and the river,"in the area where there are
many other attractions. People will come
from Mt. Lawley and beyond, from Vic-
toria Park, South Perth, Midland Junction
and so on-from Practically half the
metropolitan area-and will have to travel
through the city in order to reach the
swimming pool, in spite of the fact that
it is almost impossible to drive through
parts of the city now, and particularly
Hay-st. A large number of people live to
the north of the railway line, and they
would have to pass through the congested
West Perth subway to get to King's Park.
From that aspect alone, serious considera-
tion should be given to building some-
thing which will attract more people to a
congested area.

I hope-that this proposed aquatic centre
will not be the only swimming pool estab-
lished in the metropolitan area. I am not
being parochial and saying that one should
be established at Victoria Park, but I hope
that a number of swimming pools will be
established around the metropolitan area,
and in this regard we should look ahead
and make an attempt to place them where
they will best serve the public interest. My
opinion is that the first pool should be
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built north of the railway line. This would
mean that people would not have to pass
through the congested city area.

Mr. Oldfleld: What about establishing
it at Hyde Park?

Mr. ANDREW: That would be quite a
good site. I would prefer that to the pro-
posed centre at King's Park. I hope the
Bill will be agreed to, although I do not
intend to support the measure as it stands
because of its wording. I believe some im-
provement could be made in Committee.
But I think we in this House should sup-
port the measure because of what it sets
out to do.

MR. JOHNSON (Leederville) 13.22]: I
wish to support the Bill, although I do not
agree with all the wording used. As
members will have noticed, there are
amendments on the notice paper in my
name. As I see it, the Bill has been in-
troduced because of the controversy
aroused by the proposal to alienate a por-
tion of King's Park for the purpose of an
aquatic centre. Certain sections of the
park have been alienated for some time,
and it is my opinion that we should make
it clear, and in doing so should make it
law, that no further portions are to be
alienated in such a way that they cease
to be available to the whole of the public.

The proposal of an aquatic centre is a
good one. I think we are all in favour of
it, and I think we are all aware that un-
less we have at least one Olympic Pool-
preferably several of them-it is unlikely
that Western Australia will produce any
large number of aquatic athletes in the
future. We have had one or two in the
past, but one wonders how much better
they would have been had real facilities
been available to them for practice. Be-
cause one approves of the construction of
an aquatic centre does not mean that one
approves of its establishment in King's
Park.

I think the first principle to be kept
in mind in the construction of an Olympic
Pool should be that it is placed in an
accessible position so that those who are
in training for swimming or diving events
can visit the pool before or after work , or
at lunchtime. No one could say that the
area of King's Park is in a particularly
handy position. A couple of bus routes
run somewhere near it, but that is the
best one can say for it. It is a long way
from the centres at which the type of
person who wvill make the most serious
use of it, is likely to be.

Therefore, I think one of the main
reasons for the introduction of this Bill,
and for my supporting it, is to indicate
that the proposal for an aquatic centre
should be reconsidered with a view to
placing it in another area. Of course, I
lean a little towards Leederville and I sug-
gest that that might be the ideal area.
However, I think the first pool should be
established elsewhere in the electorate of

the member for West Perth, or possibly
in East Perth, somewhere near the foot of
William-st., or in the playing fields be-
tween William-st. and the Causeway, the
nearer to town the better. If it were
established there, it would be available to
those who want to use it. I would also
like to see a centre established north of the
line. There is a suitable situation for a
single pool just beside the water supply-

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem-
ber is wandering right away from the Bill.
This Bill proposes to limit the powers of
the King's Park Board.

Mr. JOHNSON: I am sorry; I was wan-
dering.

Mr. Oldfield: Hear, hear!
Mr. JOHNSON: To revert to the Bill:

I think it is a little too restrictive of the
powers of the board. The members of
that board are responsible people and are
chosen for that reason. To ask people of
that type to run entirely in blinkers pro-
vided by this and the other House is ask-
ing too much. However, as I indicated
earlier, there are certain things that
should not be permitted in King's Park,
at least not without the permission of
those who represent the people of the
State. I refer particularly to alienations
which provide for money-raising or for a
restriction on the use of the area by the
public generally. The amendments I have
on the notice paper have that, intentioni.

Mr. Oldfield: Your amendments do not
do anything more than is provided in the
Bill.

Mr. JOHNSON: They do it differently.
Mr. Oldfield: Slightly differently, but

they do not do anything more.
Mr. JOHNSON: There is quite a dif -

ference. If the hon. member will wait a
few moments, I will explain it in words of
one syllable. The intention of one amend-
ment is that large alienations, such
as for the proposed aquatic centre
and the orchestral shell - both of
which would restrict the use by the
general public of certain areas of the park
-shall not be permitted without the ap-
proval of both Houses of Parliament.
A further amendment is to prevent, as far
as possible, the alienation of small areas
for any reason or to restrict their use by
the public. That restriction should be
subject to the approval of the Governor in
Executive Council, which, actually is the
Government.

I am under the impression that the Bill,
as printed, would make it impossible, for
instance, for the King's Park Board to
construct new lavatories without approach-
ing Parliament for permission to do so
and would also restrict the board from
carrying out its programme for the trans-
planting of Australian flora to various parts
of the park. Those restrictions should not
be placed on the board, but I think it
should be required to refer to somebody
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even those minor matters other than the
establishment of an aquatic centre, which
may be suggested to it some time in the
future.

For example, someone might suggest that
the zoo should be shifted to King's Park,
but I do not think such a suggestion should
be agreed to by the board without further
consulation.

Mr. Yates: The South Perth Road Board
would like to see it shifted.

Mr. JOHNSON: Many other sugges-
tions could be put to the board such as the
establishment of a Luna Park which would
exclude members of the public from enter-
ing that part reserved for such a use ex-
cept on the payment of a fee. With the re-
strictions that I propose, I support the Bill.

MR. OWEN (Darling Range) 13.33]:.
I support the Bill because I think that the
heritage we have in King's Park should
not be affected in a manner that would
restrict its use as a natural park and any
final decision in regard to such a proposal
should be made by Parliament and not by
the King's Park Board. I do not wish to
cast any slur on the board because it has
done an excellent job. At the same time we
have to remember that Western Australia,
although a settled area, is not much more
than 100 years old. We have to look to the
future as far as possible and leave to
posterity something in its natural state.

The park, such as it is, is world re-
nowned, and those who first thought of
setting the area aside as a park deserve
every credit. Certainly improvements have
been made in the way of replan ..ng flora
-other than natural vegetation and portions
of the park have been set aside for sporting
activities, but I believe we should retain
as much of the park as possible in its
natural state. In another 100 years or
.more it is quite feasible that there wil not
be any natural bush within 50 miles of the
city, and we should make every endeavour
to preserve the small area comprising
King's Park in its natural state.

Apart from the object of preserving the
natural flora itself, we must consider those
who are nature lovers. By that I do
not mean those who do that which comes
naturally, but at various times, through
the good graces of Mr. Watson, Sunday
tours have been organised through the
park for those who wish to study nature
principally from the flora angle. There
is also the question of natural fauna. Ad-
mittedly there are few native animals in
the park that we normally regard as fauna,
but there must be considered the need for
the park to be retained as a sanctuary for
many of our native birds.

If we are to chisel off bit-s of the park
here and there and use them for something
that may be regarded as being more use-
ful to us at present, we are depriving the
State, the city and future generations, of
the natural habitat of these birds.

Mr. J. Hegney: Do you think that within
a few years it may be used as a bird bath?

Mr. OWEN: I think there are plenty
of facilities for bird baths anywhere be-
tween the river and Subiaco. It is a fact
that many of our birds are migratory.
They depart from here at the end of sum-
mer and return in the spring. Many of
them make their nests in the trees in
King's Park. I know it is difficult to pre-
serve those trees and attempts have been
made to reduce the fire hazard in the park
by removing a number of them every year,
However, although many of the dry trees
may be regarded as a fire hazard by those
who endeavour to keep the park free from
serious fires, the hollows and branches of
them provide a sanctuary for a great num-
ber of our birds.

I think it would be a sin to remove all
the trees or to provide that large portions
of the park be excised or alienated for
other than park purposes. Unfortunately
I was not present last week when this
matter was debated generally although I
have read some of the speeches made by
members. I would like to align myself
with those who have said that they wish
to retain King's Park in its natural state
as far as possible. I would like to see a
more serious attempt to prevent the in-
roads of veldt grass in the park. That
has become a serious problem and if it
can be checked, we have a much better
chance of maintaining the park in its
natural state.

On reading through some of the speeches
I notice that the cutting up of the park
into smaller areas was advocated. I would
like to point out that if that policy were
pursued very far, we would have small
patches where the flora would not be
natural. After all is said and done, the
natural growth of the bush depends on the
association of the various types of flora;
from the big trees such as tuarts down to
the smaller ones and to the undergrowth
and small shrubs and plants. All of them
have their place in natural association with
each other.

If we destroyed one part of the flora we
would ultimately destroy the rest. If we
felled and cleared larger trees it would be
but a short time before the park degener-
ated into almost a desert area. I know
Mr. Watson is a forester, and that he has
some very good ideas about trying to keep
the park in its natural state. If the
board-not necessarily the present board
but any future board-had ideas of carv-
ing the park up, and allotting a little here
and a little there, it would ultimately be
reduced to a very small area indeed. Be-
fore that is allowed to take place the mat-
ter should come before Parliament, where
it would be given detailed consideration.
This would prevent precipitate action be-
ing taken before the people knew what
move was afoot, as there would be some
publicity in relation to the matter and the
people of the State, whom we represent,
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would have a chance of putting forward
their ideas, and Parliament could then
decide just how the park should be used.
I support the second reading.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[3.41]: 1 do not intend to speak for very
long. I support the member for North
Perth and commend him on bringing down
this Bill to keep King's Park for the
people of the country. I would not al-
low one inch of it to be sold, given away
or leased, if I had my way. In the past
Class "A" reserves were set aside as such
so that before any action could be taken
in relation to them the matter would have
to come before Parliament.

A few minutes ago we heard one of the
other members say, "Why don't you lock
the place up?" I have seen the place
locked up, and I have known the time
when vehicles were not permitted to enter
the park without a licence. I do not blame
the present board for that; it happened
a few years ago, and a red tag with K.P.
on it was generally attached to the front
of the car. If something is not done now
we might wake up some morning and find
another board in control, which might have
other ideas. Accordingly, I feel that before
anything is done to King's Park, it should
come before Parliament for approval.

MR. OLDFIELD (Maylands) [3.43]: 1
rise to support the Bill. Like other mem-
bers who have spoken, I feel the action
of the member for North Perth in intro-
ducing the measure is commendable. I
will not debate this matter from the angle
of whether King's Park should be kept as
a bird sanctuary or for its natural beauty.
To my mind the whole issue should be one
of principle. I understand it is about 50
years since land was ceded from King'si
Park to any outside body. That was when
an area was given to Hale School for a
playing field. In that case, however, it was
in exchange for land on which the Ob-
servatory now stands. Land has also been
provided in the past for use by the King's
Park Tennis Club and the King's Park
Bowling Club. Now, in recent years, we
find further agitation that land be taken
from King's Park for purposes for which
the park was not originally intended.

Mr. Yates: What are those purposes?

Mr. OLDFIELD: Every now and again
we find the Perth City Council, or some
other autocratic body, asking for land to
be ceded from King's Park. At the moment
a proposal is being put forward by certain
citizens of the community who want part
of King's Park to be utilised for the pur-
poses of an aquatic centre.

Sitting suspended from 3.45 to 4.5 p.m.

Mr. OLDFIELD: I was discussing what
had transpired in Past Years. Today there
is a growing agitation in certain quarters

on the part of people who desire that sec-
tions of land should be excised from King's
Park and devoted to the purposes in which
they are interested. The main agitation
at the moment is for a site in King's Park
for an aquatic centre and an Olympic
pool. No one will deny the desirability of
providing such amenities for Perth and
no one will point a finger at the people
who are pressing for them, but 'when they
cast covetous eyes on our national heritage,
it is time that responsible citizens took a
hand and insisted on an alternative site
being selected.

During the last 50 years or more, there
has not been much danger of encroach-
ment upon the area of King's Park because
our population was not large and the met-
ropolitan area had not expanded to any
great extent. What actual expansion had
occurred could be adequately catered for
by the parklands and other areas suitable
for sports grounds. Now, however, vacant
land or areas suitable as sites for playing
fields or sports arenas are very scarce in
the closer settled parts of the metropolitan
area, and the further the metropolitan
area's boundaries expand, the greater will
be the paucity of available land for sports
grounds.

I am afraid that the present agitation
for encroachment on King's Park is only
a start and that from time to time we shall
have numerous interested parties looking
for land there as sites for aquatic centres,
cycling tracks and sporting arenas gener-
ally, and possibly this may ultimately de-
velop into a demand for an area to provide
something along the lines of Madison
Square Gardens, New York. I am satis-
fied that there will be many requests for
areas in King's Park to be made available
by people desirous of erecting premises and
conducting sports meetings and charging
for admission to those meetings.

Some people may argue that there is
the best part of 1,000 acres at King's Park.
About 200 acres are being utilised by way
of cultivated park lands, for the war
memorial and one or two other memorials.
This leaves 700 or 800 acres of natural
bushland which some people think does not
look the best. To those of us who were
born in this country, the natural bushland
has a certain appeal. It is significant that
the ones who are anxious to tear out the
natural bushland in King's Park are people
who, though they may be of the same
blood as we are, were born in some place
overseas. By virtue of the land of their
birth, they have not that inherent love
that the natural-born Australian has of
our bushland.

When we realise that there is only about
700 to 800 acres of natural bushland there,
and see how the metropolitan area is ex-
tending and eating up the natural bush-
land within a 20-mile radius, we appre-
ciate the necessity to preserve what we
have at King's Park so that those who wish
to wander through it to enjoy the natural
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beauties of the Australian bush may do
so. The park is also something of which
we can be proud and to which we can take
visitors from other States and from over-
seas. I expect there is not one member
in this Chamber who has not at some time
or other shown an Eastern States or over-
seas visitor through King's Park. I am
sure that when he has done so he has felt
some measure of pride to think that he
belongs to a State which had sufficient
foresight to preserve an area of that mag-
nitude.

Mr. J. Hegney: "This is my own, my
native land."

Mr. OLDFIELD: I think the hon. mem-
ber has probably shown many people
through King's Park and he has felt
proud that he belonged to a State which
had preserved such a large area within a
mile of the Town Hall. If we continue
to preserve it, we shall be doing something
for which posterity will thank us. We of
today's generation should be most thank-
ful to the people of the past who set this
area aside and tied it up so that it would
be kept in its present state in perpetuity.

The danger is that, as time goes on, more
and more demands will be made upon the
board to provide land for various pur-
poses. The people putting these demands
forward will point out that there
are some 700 or 800 acres there and that
20 or 30 acres will not mean anything be-
cause there will still be the best part of
500 or 600 acres left. This will create
the dangerous precedent of progressive
nibbling at the park until what is now
natural bushland may, in 50 or 60 years'
time, be a cultivated recreation centre with
structures erected on it which could well
be built in other parts of the metropolitan
area.

The question with which we are dealing
is whether Parliament, which is composed
of the elected representatives of the people,
shall have the say as to the future of the
park or whether its future shall be left
to other people. The Bill provides that
Parliament shall make the decisions. The
hon. member who introduced the Bill is
mindful of what can happen-of how
boards change; of how policies change; of
how opinions change. Such changes could
mean that parts of the park may be ex-
cised for various reasons.

If the Bill is passed in its entirety, then,
before anything can be done to King's
Park in the way of taking land from it
for other purposes, or before any structures
can be erected there, Parliament will have
to sanction the proposition. If Parliament
accedes to such a request and it is not in
the best interests of the public, the re-
sponsible members will have to answer to
their electors. By that means, I am satis-
fied that the public of Western Australia,
and not a few civil servants or some board,
will, through their elected representatives
in this and the other House, at all times

have control of the park. The principle
we have to decide is whether the future
of the park, which belongs to the people,
is to be determined by the people of West-
ern Australia or by someone appointed to
administer the affairs of King's Park. I
have much pleasure in supporting the Bill
in its entirety.

MR. MANNING (Harvey) [4.181: 1 feel
I should say something in support of the
Bill. Some time prior to 1870, King's Park,
as it is known today, was known as Man-
ning's cow paddock. As it was occupied
by my forebears and was taken over from
them for the purpose for Which it is used
today, I am anxious that the original
policy should in no way be altered. Today,
many sections of the public are agitating
for this wonderful heritage to be used
for more modern purposes. As there is so
little natural bushland remaining close
handy to the metropolitan area, I feel that
we as a Parliament should see that every
possible step is taken to preserve King's
Park in its present state.

Of course, I do not doubt that we need
aquatic centres and other great sport-
ing arenas, but it would be unwise to
destroy King's Park, simply because we
need of those playing fields. There is room
for both. As times goes on, there will be
less and less opportunity of getting to the
natural bush of Western Australia. Very
few countries can display to their- over-
seas visitors the natural state of the coun-
try. I believe King's Park should be pre-
served in its present condition. I rose to
speak only to indicate that I have a per-
sonal interest in this park and know its
history and am anxious to see it preserved.
If Parliament takes the power, under this
Bill, to say for what purpose the park shall
be used, it will have my full support.

MR. LAPHAM (North Perth-in reply)
[4.21]: 1 desire to express appreciation of
the support expressed for this Bill by so
many members and of the reasons they gave
for that support. They have shown that
they are prepared to accept their respon-
sibility, and that is all the Bill asks for.
Its purpose is to get members to accept
responsibility for arriving at decisions in
respect of King's Park. The Minister inti-
mated that it would be easy for pressure
groups-after having been stirred up-
to have a Bill such as this brought down,
but I wish to inform the House that no
pressure group approached me in the
initial stages and that I brought this Bill
down of my own volition, knowing, as an
Australian, that I should do every-thing I
could to help preserve this beautiful spot
for posterity.

The public opposition to the proposed
swimming pool which has grown up since
the Bill was introduced has, I think, been
Spontaneous and I believe it was under
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-way, in effect, before I introduced the
-measure. Public opinion always takes a
'little time before it expresses itself and
that was one of the reasons why I thought
the Bill should be submitted in its present
form-in order that the public might have
some time to think over the matter be-
fore any far-reaching change of policy was
enacted by any authority in relation to
King's Park.

The Minister seems to agree with the
first part of the measure, but feels that
the balance of it is far too restrictive. He
said it would take out of the hands of
this board of responsible men a function
which normally belongs to them. He said
he considered that if a Bill of this nature
-were passed, it would be tantamount to a
vote of no confidence in the board. The
member for West Perth, who is a member
of the board, said he did not think that
body would consider the passing of this
measure to be a vote of no confidence in
it although the board members might feel
it had reduced them in status to nothing
but a rubber stamp.

I do not think it would have that effect
because all the measure proposes to do is
to take an onerous duty from the shoulders
of the board and place it where it belongs.
After all, Parliament gave the King's Park
]Board its authority originally, and I think
it should have the right to add to that
authority or take away some part of it.
The measure simply asks that the King's
Park Board should devote its administra-
tive talents along certain directed chan-
nels. For instance, if Parliament, by a
resolution of both Houses, decided that it
did not favour the establishment of an
aquatic centre in King's Park the board
would not be able to override that decision.
I was surprised to hear that there is a
barbecue pit in King's Park. I do not
understand why it is there and although to
my mind it is something which is hardly
in keeping with the park and the uses to
which it should be put, I cannot say that
I really take exception to it because after
all it is only a small matter.

During his speech, the Minister said
he would not like to see any action taken
to prevent the board from developing
recreational centres in King's Park. He
added that if the board did anything
wrong he could quickly pull it up. He
said, "If they make a false step, which they
have not up to date, I will quickly pull
them up." The Minister would derive
that authority from Section 3 of the prin-
cipal Act. A reading of that section shows
that it means that the only authority the
Minister has-I regret the member for
Mt. Lawley is not present-is that after
the horse has ' bolted, he can close the
stable door. In effect, if a bulldozer went
through the park and cleaned up 100 acres
of it, destroying the natural flora, the Min-
ister could dismiss the board.

Mr. Hutchinson: So there is no power
of veto?

Mr. LAPHAM: No. I would prefer to
direct the board in such matters, and that
is all the Bill asks. It has been said that
the real merit of a Bill such as this could
not be assessed on account of political re-
percussions which might arise from it,
but I think that is a slur on members
because it presupposes that they will not
stand up to their responsibilities, but will
shift their ground when pressure groups
apply pressure to them. Pressure groups
did apply quite a bit of pressure recently
and I received a number of letters on that
particular subject-I think other members
did also-but did not shift my ground, and
I do not think other members did so,
either.

Hon. C. F. J. North: That was not in
connection with this Bill, I take it.

Mr. LAPHAM: No, in connection with
a measure which was sent to the Upper
House recently. I am satisfied that most
members will accept their responsibility
and will not be swayed by pressure groups.
The Minister said that country members
would be better equipped to pass judgment
on this measure and although I do not
agree with that statement, I would be pre-
pared to leave the amitter to the decision
of the Country Party if the Minister so
desired. I have here a letter from the
Country Women's A66ociation of W.A.,
dated the 18th November, and reading
as follows:-

At our monthly meeting yesterday
much concern was expressed at the
proposal of building an Olympic
Swimming Pool in King's Park.

It was felt that if this was done,
the original idea of King's Park-a
bushland sanctuary of wild flowers-
would be done away with.

Should a pool be built there, it would
naturally follow that car parking space
would be necessary and so a few more
acres of park land would go.

Whilst appreciating the idea and
the necessity for an Olympic Pool,
surely there are other sites available.
South Perth, for instance, where it
could be built.

The park in itself is a great tourist
attraction and looked upon by many
as a memorial to our pioneers and
should be kept so for all time.

This was discussed by quite a large
meeting, over 40 members being
present, and it was the unanimous
feeling that King's Park should be
preserved in its natural state for pos-
terity.

When this matter comes before
Parliament we hope that members
will think of some of these things be-
fore allowing a lovely park to be de-
spoiled.
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The minister for Lands: Could not the
park be despoiled through action by Par-
liament in the same way as it could by the
board?

Mr. LAPHAM: If any matter in regard
to the park is discussed in Parliament it
allows the public to give expression to its
views, if it thinks that Parliament is doing
wrong; but the board could arrive at a
decision and implement it without any-
thing being done by the public. Once the
natural soil of the park is disturbed, we
tend to create problems such as the veldt
grass menace, which is spreading through
the area.

As a matter of fact, the King's Park
Board was warned prewar that if it in-
sisted on making fire breaks, bridle paths
and so on it would have trouble with the
veldt grass. It was warned by Dr. Ser-
venity and others of the natural conse-
quences to our flora if the board persisted
with its policy. I suggest to the Minister
that one of the difficulties of having the
board is that its members are hard-headed
businessmen. For the information of mem-
bers, I will read the names of the board's
personnel, which are as follows:-

Sir Thomas Meagher, chairman;
Sir Joseph Totterdell;
Mr. J. E. Watson, superintendent;
Mr. G. K. Baron Hay;
Mr. Smith, Under Secretary for Lands;
The Lord Mayor;
Mr. Stow, city businessman;
Mr. S. Heal, member for West Perth.

Therefore, it will be seen that the members
who constitute the board are hard-headed
businessmen and they control the park with
a materialistic outlook. I think that is
wrong. Whilst it is sometimes necessary
to take that view, we should also have on
the board men who are experts and who
will look at the park from an aesthetic
point of view.

The Minister for Lands: Do you think
members of Parliament could take a posi-
tion on the board?

Mr. LAPHAM: No. I am suggesting to
the Minister that he should increase the
numbers on the board by appointing such
men as Dr. Serventy of the C.S.I.R.O. who,
I think, would be an admirable acquisi-
tion. Two others I would suggest are the
president of the Naturalists' Club and a
member of the Gould League-that is the
bird-lovers' society-and also an ornitholo-
gist. They are people who would have a
tendency to consider the natural beauty
of the park before making any move in
regard to it.

Further, another member that should
be appointed to the board is the Govern-
ment Botanisti. I should say that Mr.
Gardiner should be one of the first to
be appointed to the board. If we had
such people on the board it would not be
so ill-balanced. I am not reflecting on the

present board members when I say that,
but nevertheless they are all men who
are trained to adopt a materialistic view-
point.

The Minister for Lands: You mean they
are no good for their job.

Mr. LAPHAM: I feel that members
should support the second reading of the
Bill. I admit that perhaps the second
clause is a little restrictive, but even so
I do not think it is impossible of perform-
ance. In my view, many of the remarks
that have been made on the Bill are exag-
gerated. I think its provisions would be
quite workable if they were included in
the Act.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. J. Hegney in the Chair; Mr. Laphamn
in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2-Section 5 amended:
Mr. JOHNSON: I move an amendment-

That after the word "or" in line
20, page 2, the words "any other struc-
ture, device or fixture for the pur-
poses of public recreation, and which
may be used by members of the public
upon payment of a fee" be struck out
and the words "orchestral shell" in-
serted in lieu.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: On a point of order,
Mr. Chairman, merely with a view to tidy-
ing up the position and to save any bother,
I think the amendments that I have on
the notice paper precede those suggested
by the member for Leederville. However,
the principal reason why I rose to my feet
is that I would like to withdraw my amend-
ments in favour of those to be moved by
the hon. member.

The CHAIRMAN: As the hon. member
did not rise to move his amendments, there
is no need to withdraw them.

Mr. Hutchinson: I did rise.
The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member

did rise to his feet, he should have indi-
cated more clearly what he wished. The
member for Leederville may proceed.

Mr. JOHNSON: I thank the member for
Cottesloe for the attitude he has adopted
in this matter. It will be noted that the
other amendment that I have on the notice
paper is to place the words proposed to be
struck out in a new paragraph, and so
place the board under a different autho-
rity. If the two amendments are agreed
to, it will leave the position unaltered in
regard to the requirements for the estab-
lishment of an aquatic centre and the
orchestral shell now proposed to receive
the consent of both Houses of Parliament.
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The second amendment proposes that
and further suggestions-and I sincerely
hope they are minor suggestions-that
should come forward in the future relat-
ing solely to matters that would exclude
the public from entering any portion of
the park except upon the payment of a
fee, should be referred to the Governor-
in-Council.

Mr. LAPHAM: Whilp the amendment
is slightly at variance with the Bill, it is
nevertheless commendable because it pro-
vides for the obtaining of approval of both
Houses of Parliament. The other point
raised by the Minister relating to any other
structure, device or fixture, as being too
restrictive, and likely to impose hardship
on the board in its administration, would
be overcome by the amendment. I sup-
port the amendment.

Mr. OILDFIELD: I would like to make
a suggestion to the mover of the amend-
ment. I cannot support it as it stands,
but if the mover will turn to the next
amendment standing in his name-

The CHAIRMAN: We are not dealing
with that amendment at the moment, but
with the first one appearing on the notice
paper.

Mr. OL-DFIELD: The second amendment
is bound up with the first. The words to
be deleted in the first amendment are to
be reinserted in another form by means of
the next amendment, with the addition
of a provision that the consent of the Gov-
ernor-in-Executive Council must first be
obtained. I would suggest that proposed
paragraph (c) in the second amendment
be included in Clause 2 (b), and the pro-
viso could follow the next paragraph. This
would make clear the attitude of Parlia-
ment in regard to this legislation.

Mr. COURT: The time has come for
me to show my disagreement with the Bill
for several reasons. Now that the amend-
ment has been brought forward, I suggest
to the sponsor of the Bill that the accep-
tance of the amendment will be inconsis-
tent with the proposition put before the
Committee. It is proposed that there shall
be an embargo on, firstly, an aquatic centre,
and, secondly, an orchestral shell, except
with the consent of Parliament. But in
regard to all other constructions, only the
consent of the Governor-in-Executive
Council need be obtained.

It does not take much imagination to
see how this amendment could be defeated.
Although at the moment there is a big
emotional uprising against an aquatic
centre or an orchestral shell, they are only
minor projects compared with construc-
tions which could be built in future years.
Is it intended that every time an
organisation comes forward with an
idea to construct something in the park
which is opposed by a group, such
as the provision of a football oval
or an amusement park, the board could

permit it? If people are opposed
to the use of the park for vari-
ous activities, through the discretion of
the board and subject to the power of the
Government to take effective action to
stop it, then we should not accept this
amendment.

It would be inconsistent to allow other
activities or constructions to go through,
but not the ones mentioned in the amend-
ment. One of the main objections to the
Bill was the restrictive nature of the
amendment to the principal Act. I can
see that in a very short time, with the
increased patronage of the park and the
terrific tourist interest, the present tea-
rooms will be inadequate.

Mr. Heal: Plans are already in hand to
enlarge them.

Mr. COURT: Visitors cannot be expected
to eat their sandwiches in the bush and
admire the park. It is necessary to have
suitable tearoom facilities. Under the Bill
as originally presented, it would have been
necessary to obtain the approval of Par-
liament for the construction of such places
because the public would be charged for
the use of them. This amendment per-
mits the construction of only those facili-
ties which would be free to the public. I
agree that this would facilitate the con-
struction of what could be classed as
essential services or utilities. On those
grounds I oppose the amendment. It is
inconsistent with the principle proposed
by the adoption of the Bill at the second
reading, and with the various principles
put forward by those who supported the
Bill.

Mr. LAPHAM: I entirely disagree with
the views of the member for Nedlands.
Had he read the Bill, he would have known
that the approval of Parliament need not
be obtained to put up tearooms, because
they already exist.

Mr. Court: I was referring to the neces-
sity to build additional tearooms.

Mr. LAPHAM: The hon. member did not
make himself clear. The whole point is
that the principle contained in the amend-
ment is not a departure from the general
wish of the House, because members have
already expressed their attitude in regard
to an aquatic centre or orchestral shell to
be built in the park. I am satisfied that
any Government for the next 20 years will
recognise that this House has expressed
itself as opposed to aquatic centres, sports
grounds or anything else of a similar
nature being built in the park. It was the
general opinion of members that the park
should be reserved as a bushland. Prac-
tically every member agreed that it should
be so preserved.

There may come a time when some new
structure will have to be erected there and
that is why I agree to the amendment,
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which would leave with the Government
the responsibility of approving. The Bill,
as originally drafted, was somewhat re-
strictive, but it was difficult to find the
requisite wording to guard effectively
against encroachment. I accept the
amendment because it will throw the re-
sponsibility of deciding about an aquatic
centre or an orchestral shell on both
Houses of Parliament, while the Govern-
ment will be left to deal with other
matters.

Mr. OLDFIELD: We should retain the
principle of the Bill as it passed the second
reading. The member for North Perth
spoke about a Government's doing some-
thing in the next 20 years, but we are try-
ing as far as possible to preserve the park
for all time. It would be dangerous to
leave such a matter to the decision of the
Government because at some time in
future there will be a request for a cycling
track or something of the sort and it will
be granted before either members or the
public are aware of what is happening.
Parliament should be the only body in
future to authorise the erection of any
structure in King's Park. Under the
amendment, any proposal apart from one
for erecting an orchestral shell or an
aquatic centre could be decided by the
Government.

Hon. L. THORN: The amendment is
very shrewdly worded, and if I had a
suspicious mind, I would say that it eman-
ated from the Government. It would nul-
lify to a large extent what the member
for North Perth wishes to achieve. It
specifically mentions a swimming pool, etc.,
but the Government would have power to
approve of any other undertaking in the
park.

Mr. Oldfield: On a point of order, there
is too much noise in the Chamber and I
cannot hear what the hon. member is say-
ing.

Hon. L. THORN: The hon. member
cannot be listening intently.

The -CHAIRMAN: Order! The member
for Maylands is quite entitled to ask that
a reasonable silence be maintained in the
Chamber. The member for Toodyny may
proceed.

Hon. L. THORN: The object of the
member for North Perth is a good one.
King's Park is a Class "A" reserve, and we
should not deprive the public of the use of
it by exercising portions as sites for sport-
ing purposes. The whole idea of the Bill
was to preserve King's Park so that the
people might have free access to it.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The member
for North Perth started well, but is not
finishing well because he is giving away
more than half of his original proposal.
Under the amendment, we shall wake up

one morning and find that the Governor-
in-Council has granted certain approval,
which would represent the opinion of 10
Ministers against the opinion of 40 mem-
bers here that might be quite different.
Parliament is the body to decide whether
any excision shall be made from a Class
"A" reserve. To me it appeared that the
member for North Perth was about to do
a good job, but now, after having kidded
me up the tree, he is chopping it down.

Mr. HEAL: I support the amendment.
The idea of the member for North Perth
in introducing the Bill was to prevent the
park from being used as a site for an
aquatic centre. He said that he consid-
ered the Bill was too restrictive, and now
he is giving away something. Had I not
mentioned the possible erection of an
orchestral shell in King's Park no member
would have thought about it in connection
with this measure. I believe the only ob-
ject of the member for North Perth in
introducing the Bill was to prevent an
aquatic centre being placed in King's Park.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I think
the member for North Perth was doing
right in accepting the amendment because
if passed in its original form the effect of
the Bill would he such that all the board
could do would be to plant a few flowers
or sow a bit of grass. Beyond activities
of that nature the measure, as introduced,
would take all initiative from the board.
If the intention of the sponsor of the Bill
was to prevent the board from sanctioning
the erection of any buildings that might
be required for public recreational pur-
poses, I think the best way to achieve that
object would be to strike all reference to
recreation out of the Act.

That would accomplish what some mem-
bers would apparently like to do as it
would prevent the board doing anything
without first presenting its ideas to Par-
liament for sanction. Even with this
amendment I think the Bill will do suffi-
cient harm and that the time may come
when the public will laugh at the action
now being taken. The amendment would
allow the board to build another band-
stand, for instance, if the present one fell
down. It would be ridiculous for Parlia-
ment to fear that the board would give
away 1,000 acres of park land for various
reasons when its whole intention in the
past has been to preserve the park.

Mr. Hutchinson: You have suggested
that a great number of acres might be
given away.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
acreage at present artificially cultivated
were doubled there would still be 800 acres
of bushland and that would be quite
enough for anyone to walk through, get-
ting grass seeds in his socks-

Mr. Hutchinson: That is not a sensible
remark.
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.The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It would
not be the intention of the board to do
anything to destroy the natural beauty of
the park, but for us to prevent the board
doing any work of a structural nature
without first obtaining our permission
would be too silly for words. I do not like
any part of the Bill, but I think the
amendment would improve it.

Mr. JOHNSON: I think members are
generally agreed as to what we want to do
but the differences lie in where the line
should be drawn. I think we are agreed
that we should make it clear to the board
that there are certain things it should not
do although we do not wish to prevent it
carrying out its functions in a more general
way. The object of the amendment and
*those which are proposed to follow it is to
draw a line giving the board wider re-
sponsibility than it would have if the Bill
were passed without amendment.

The member for Maylands suggested
that the following amendment should be
put in as Clause (b) immediately after
the cut which this amendment proposes to
make. I am not in complete agreement
with him but he may wish to move a
secondary amendment to achieve his pur-
pose. My amendments would require the
board to refer to Cabinet in future only
proposals dealing with structures, devices
and flxtures from which the public could
be excluded if they did not pay an ad-
mission charge, whether it be a charge on
one day of the year only or a membership
fee for a tennis club or something of that
nature.

Mr. LAPHAM: I deny that I brought
down the Bill to prevent the establishment
of an aquatic centre in King's Park. My
sole purpose was to prevent the despoiling
of the park, but the fact that I am asso-
ciated with the movement to establish an
aquatic centre in North Perth has been
taken advantage of by some members who
have seen fit to use it against me in con-
nection with this Bill. I take very strong
exception to utterances of that nature.

When dealing with this Bill, I indicated
the purpose for which the measure was
brought down, but unfortunately the Bill
is too restrictive, not having been properly
worded, and for that reason I have agreed
to the amendment moved by the member
for Leederville. At no time have I wished
to restrict the King's Park board in any
matter such as the building of new tea-
rooms, a home for an employee or any-
thing else of a trivial nature. The Com-
mittee has indicated clearly that it does
not want the park despoiled and I do not
think that any Government or board
would want to see that done.

Mr. OLDPIELD: The member for North
Perth introduced a Bill containing a prin-
ciple on which he has been commended
but now he says the wording of it is too
restrictive. We seldom hear a member

criticising the wording of a measure he has
introduced. The member for Leederville
said he understood my views on his
amendment and then suggested that I
move a secondary amendment, but I do
not know what he has in mind.

The CHAIRMAN: We must keep to the
amendment before the Chair.

Mr. BOVELL: I oppose the amendment
as it would nullify my reasons for support-
ing the Bill. King's Park is a heritage of
the people of Western Australia, whom we
represent, and not the property of the
King's Park board, the Perth City Coun-
cil or any other organisation, and for that
reason I think any alteration to the park
should be referred to Parliament.

The Minister for Lands: What about
the little convenience they were going to
build at the back of the tearooms? Do
you want a decision on that made here?

Mr. BOVELL: I did not know they were
going to build a little convenience at the
back of the tearooms. It is news to me,
but as the Minister has interjected I shall
refer to some comments he made during
the debate. He said that if certain matters
were referred to Parliament the position
would become laughable. People have been
laughing at our democratic form of Parlia-
ment for a long time, but the decisions of
Parliament are taken seriously. I feel that
we, as representatives of the people, must
in the end be responsible for any major
alterations to King's Park. In my opinion
the amendment would leave the position
wide open and the Bill, if it becomes law,
will have no real significance.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I feel sympathetic
towards the member for North Perth partly
because of the rather uncertain lines the
debate has followed.

Mr. Heal: Are you supporting the amend-
ment?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I will let the hon.
member know in a minute. The member
for North Perth has made an honest en-
deavour to do the right thing and as a
result has come in for certain criticism.
He is trying to adopt a policy that is not
tou restrictive. I shall oppose the amend-
ment because it is partly contradictory and
because if it is defeated I can, by the in-
sertion of a few words, endeavour to cor-
rect the position.

Mr. Heal: Did you not withdraw your
amendment in favour of that of the mem-
ber for Leederville?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Yes, and in the
light of what has happened since, and after
reviewing the effects of the hon, member's
amendment, I have changed my mind
again.

The Minister for Housing: What will be
your attitude in five minute's time?
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Mr. HUTCHINSON: The Minister is
leaving himself wide open. Surely, in a
debate of this nature, one's views can
undergo a slight change according to the
way the debate is going and surely a mem-
ber is entitled to arrive at some conclu-
sion to try to overcome an impasse!

Hon. A. F. Watts: That is the reason
why we have a debate.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: If the amendment
is defeated I shall move, after the word"1or"l-

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
cannot go back. If the committee defeats
the proposed amendment the hon. member
cannot move a further amendment which
would affect the words already involved in
the amendment before the Chair.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Cannot I insert cer-
tain words?

The CHAIRMAN: Not before the word
"fee.",

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Oh! If these words,
in the light of debate proved to be un-
acceptable-

The CHAIRMAN: If a vote is taken on
the amendment now before the Commit-
tee, and the amendment if defeated, it will
confirm the fact that the Committee de-
sires those words to remain. As Chair-
man of Committees I could not accept an
amendment which would affect words
before the word "fee," unless the member
for Leederville withdraws his amendment.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: But with the in-
sertion of other words a different con-
struction might be placed on those al-
ready in the Bill.

The CHAIRMAN: The Committee is
considering the deletion of certain words.
If a vote is taken and the amendment
is defeated, it will confirm the use of the
words down to the word "fee." As Chair-
man of Committees, under the Standing
Orders I cannot accept an amendment
which would mean our going back unless,at some future time, the Bill were recom-
mitted.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: In view of the
trend of the debate, I appeal to the mem-
ber for Leederville to withdraw his amend-
ment and allow me to insert after the word"or" the words "an orchestral shell or."

Mr. BOVELL: I supported the Bill be-
cause I wanted to protect the native flora
in King's Park. I think the difficulty
could be overcome if, after the word "them"
in line 27, we inserted the words "where
native flora exists at the time of the
passing of this Act."

Mr. JOHNSON: I do not feel that I
can withdraw my amendment and I think
that a vote should be taken on it.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes .... ... .. .. 22
N'oes .... ... .. .. 18

Majority for ..

Mr. Andrew
Mr. Brady
Mr. Court
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. W. Hegney
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Lapham

Mr. Ackland
Mr. Brand
Mr. Doney
Mr. Hearman
Mir. Hill
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Mann
Mr. Manning
Mr. Nimmo

4

Ayes.
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton.
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. O'Brien
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Styanta
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

(Tele,'J
Noes.

Mr. North
Mr. Oldileld
Mr. Owen
Mr. Sleemnan
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
Mr. Bovell

(Teller.)

Amendment thus passed.

Mr. JOHNSON:
ment-

I move an amend-

That after the word "obtained" in
line 29, page -2, the word "or" be in-
serted and a new paragraph, to stand
as paragraph (c), be added as f 01-
lows:-

effect or construct, or permit to
be effected or constructed, to, in
or on King's Park any other
structure, device or fixture for
the purposes of public recreation,
and from which members of the
Public may be excluded except
upon payment of a fee,

unless the consent of the Governor
in Executive Council has first been
obtained.

This matter has been fully discussed and
I will not debate it any further.

Mr. OLDFIELD: I wish to move an
amendment on the amendment. My pur-
Pose is that the amendment should not
be inserted after the word "obtained" in
line 29 but should stand as paragraph (b)
and be inserted after the word- "or" in
line 24. I also wish to delete the words
"unless the consent of the Governor in
Executive Council has first been obtained."

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
would be in order if he moved to delete
the word "obtained" with a view to in-
serting the word "or."

Mr. OLDFIELD: Very well, Mr. Chair-
man; I will move accordingly.
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The CHAIRMAN: I would refer mem-
bers to the amendment moved by the
member for Leederville which is on the
notice paper. The member for Maylands
seeks to amend it with a view to making
it read as paragraph (b). I suggest that
-he should move to strike out the word
"obtained" with a view to inserting the
word "o.

Mr. OLDFIELD: I move-

That the amendment be amended
by striking out the words "'obtained'
in line 29," and inserting the words
"'or' in line 24," in lieu.

Mr. JOHNSON: I think I understand
the position. The difference between my
amendment and that moved by the mem-
ber for Maylands is that his amendment
will leave the power given in this Bill to
the consent of both Houses of Parliament.
My amendment, on the other hand, left
it to the consent of the Governor in Ex-
ecutive Council. The difference is purely
technical. The amended Act will indi-
cate to any future Government, even 200
years hence, the nature of the restric-
tions we are trying to impose. It will show
that it was the intention of Parliament
that no large structure should be placed
in the park and that no large parts of it
should be taken away without the con-
sent of both Houses of Parliament. In
the case of mnatters of less importance, the
power of veto should lie with the Gover-
nor-in-Council.

Mr. OLDFIELD: The purpose of my
amendment is to leave in the hands of
Parliament, rather than with the Gov-
ernor-in-Council, the power to decide
what should be done in future in connec-
tion with King's Park. I desire that para-
graph (b) should become paragraph (c),
and that proposed paragraph (c) should
become paragraph (d). It will hinge on
the words "unless the consent of both
Houses of Parliament has first been ob-
tained." We feel that it should be the
responsibility of Parliament to decide the
future of King's Park; it should not be
left to a board or to any person. It has
been suggested that the board could not
function if it had to come to Parliament
to approve of very building it wished to
erect. Parliament meets for six months
of the year, and the board would not have
long to wait for the necessary approval.
Very often we have had to wait two years
and more before having certain things
done.

The Minister for Lands: You are just

holding up progress.

Mr. OLDPIELD: I am not. The board
could have its plans and specifications
ready and, when Parliament met, it could
be given permission to go ahead. I know
the Minister wishes to minimise the effect
of the Bill as much as possible in order

to comply with the wishes of departmental
officers. The Minister said he did not want
the Bill.

Point of Order

Mr. Yates: On a point of order, Mr.
Chairman: I feel that the member for
Maylands is trying to defeat something
we have already passed, and I would like
your ruling on the matter.

The Chairman: I think the member for
Maylands is quite in order in what he is
seeking to do. He wishes to delete the
word "obtained" with a view to inserting
the word "or." Whether it goes in as
paragraph (b) or (c) is for the Committee
to decide. I rule that the member for
Maylands is in order.

The Minister for Lands: I do not ques-
tion your ruling, Mr. Chairman, but I do
say that the whole substance of and mean-
ing behind the amedment is to reinsert
in the Bill something we have just struck
out. The member for Leederville moved
for the deletion of the words "any other
structure, device or fixture for the pur-
poses of public recreation, and which may
be used by members of the public upon
payment of a fee," because it was obliga-
tory for such matters to be brought before
Parliament, and he wished them to be con-
trolled by some other person or body. He
wantcd those words removed from para-
graph (a) and included in a new para-
graph. The paragraph it is proposed to
insert is almost identical with the one
struck out, and consequently members who
voted for that amendment should know
how to vote for this innocent-looking
amendment which will provide for the
doing of something which we have decided
not to do.

The Chairman: So far as the amend-
ment is concerned, I rule that it is in order
because it is sought to leave these matters
to the discretion of Executive Council, as
against the decision of Parliament. That
is the difference between the two amend-
ments. While they are almost substantially
the same, nevertheless the method of giv-
ing approval is the subject matter under
consideration.

Committee Resumed.

Amendment on amendment put and
negatived

Mr. BOVELL: I move-
That the amendment be amended

by adding after the word "obtained"
the following words:-"but such con-
sent shall not be given if native flora
is to be despoiled."

I have already said that my objective in
supporting the measure was to protect the
native flora of King's Park. I do not mind
structures being erected on areas already
bereft of such flora.
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Amendment on amendment put an
division taken with the following resull

Ayes ..
Noes ....

Majority a

Mr. Ackland
Mr. Bi aad
Mr. Doney
Mr. Hearmai-
Mr. Hill
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Lapham
Mr. Mann
Mr. Manning

Mr. Andrew
Mr. Brady
Mr. Graham
Mr. Hawke
Mr. Heal
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Mc~ulloch

.... .... .... 19

gainst .... 1

Ayes.
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. O'Brien
Mr. Oldfield
Mr. Owen
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Watts
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
Mr. Bovell.

Noes.
Mr. Moir
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulsen
Mr' Rhatigan
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Styants
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. May

d a
t- Mr. Andrew

Mr. Brady
Mr. Graham
Mr. Heal
Mr. Hoar
Mr. Jamieson
Mr. Johnson
Mr. Lapham
Mr. Lawrence
Mr. Manning
Mr. Moir

Mr. Ackland
Mr. Boveli
Mr. Brand
Mr. Doney
Mr. Hill
Mr. Hutchinson

ler.) Mr. Mann
Mr. McCulloch

(Teller.,

Amendment on amendment thus nega-
tived.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I object to the
last two lines reading "unless the consent
of the Governor-in-Executive Council has
first been obtained." We say that certain
matters must be left to Parliament for a
decision, but in respect of everything else
the Governor-in-Executive Council can
give sanction. I think that any matter in
which an interference with King's Park
is involved should be decided here. Last
night we dealt with a measure in which
the closure of a small road in Fremantle
was proposed, and that had to be agreed
to by Parliament; the Governor-in-Execu-
tive Council could not decide it. Similarly
we have road closure and reserves Bills
before us every year. In like manner, Par-
liament should make decisions concerning
matters of major importance affecting
King's Park.

Mr. JOHNSON: I realise what the mem-
ber for Fremantle wishes to achieve, but I
think he fails to appreciate that unless
something like this is inserted in the Bill,
the King's Park Board can only be con-
trolled by being threatened with dismissal
if it does certain things. The objective of
the amendment is to ensure that no por-
tion of the park shall be alienated or build-
ings erected thereon for the purpose of
raising money for anybody, including the
board, without someone being first con-
sulted. That I think is the intention of
Parliament at the moment.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Noes

Majority for

Ayes.
Mr. Norton
Mr. Nulsen
Mr. O'Brien
Mr. Owen
Mr. Rhatigan
Mr. Sewell
Mr. Styants
Mr. Tonkdn
Mr. Watts
Mr. May

Noes.
Mr. Nimmo
Mr. North
Mr. Oldfield
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Wild
Mr. Yates
Mr. Hearman

(Teller.)

(Teller.)
Amendment thus passed; the clause, as

amended, agreed to.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments and the

report adopted.

BILL-NATIVE ADMINISTRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Council and, on
motion by Hon. A. F. Watts, read a first
time.

BILL-PLANT DISEASES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Council's Amendments.

Schedule of three amendments made by
the Council now considered.

In Committee.

Mr. J. Hegney in the Chair; the Minister
for Agriculture in charge of the Bill.

No. 1. Clause 2, page 2-Delete the word
"ten" in line 8 and substitute the word
"eight."

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for Dale sought to reduce the
maximum amount for the baiting of 100
plants by 3s. The amount in the Act was
6s. The Government decided to increase it
to 10s. because of increased costs. The
Council has substituted the word "eight"
for "ten." Whilst I think that 10s. is a
reasonable amount to ask, I am of the
opinion that 8s. is not an unreasonable
compromise. We can, in the course of
time, see whether it is suffcient. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment agreed to.

No. 2. Clause 2, page 2-After the word
21 words:-"and by deleting the words 'either'

... ... 16 in line two and 'one and one-half pence
- per plant or' in lines three and four and

5 'whichever of those charges shall be the
- greater' in lines nine, ten and eleven."
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The clause with which this amendment is
concerned seeks to provide for backyard
orchardists. It was not the Government's
intention to throw any additional hard-
ship on them. The substance of the amend-
ment is that for an orchard of under seven
plants the maximum amount for spraying
will be 1s. I think that is quite reasonable.
I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

No. 3. Clause 2, page 2-Delete the word
"six" in line 18 and substitute the word
"five."

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The same thing applies here. This Cham-
ber attempted to make the backyard
orchard consist of six trees without addi-
tional payment. The council, in order to
have some sort of gain, sought to decrease
the number to five. I do not propose to
lose the Bill over such a small matter, al-
though I cannot see the reason or Justice
for the Council's contention. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question Put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BILL-CITY OF PERTH (RATING
APPEALS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

MR. NIMMO (Wembley Beaches) [6.9]
in moving the second reading said: The
Bill is only a small one. Perhaps I had
better give a short resume of what has
~actually happened and why we are trying
to alter one or two words in Section 9
of the Act. The districts of West Leeder-
ville, Wembley and Darling View are con-
cerned in this matter. I might mention that
Darling View is an estate between Wembley
and Floreat Park, but that title is not very
much used.

At a ratepayers' meeting held in Wemb-
ley, the high rating of some homes was
discussed. Many people spoke at that
meeting which was followed by other meet-
ings, and, as a result, a committee, con-
sisting of some prominent citizens and also
the member for Leederville and myself,
was formed. This committee held a meet-
ing to try to devise some ways and means
of helping the people with regard to rating
matters. During the time that these
various meetings were being held, some 67
appeals concerning property in the districts
I have mentioned, were heard, but not one
was upheld. The Bill seeks to give these
people a better opportunity when they ap-
peal.

The word "unfair" appears in the Act,
and the committee has had several rulings
on that word. In addition, the member

for Leederville got a ruling from the Crown
Law Department. If a person owns a home
which is valued at £2,000 and I have a
house next door valued at £4,000-both
houses could be built by the same person,
to the same plans and be on ground that
was no different-and I go to the council
under the present appeal set-up, the first
thing I would say would be, "What about
my next door neighbour; his home is
valued at only £2,000. Why should I be
valued at £4,000?"

The answer would be, "Never mind the
next door man; your house is worth £:4,000.
You can sell your house for that amount,
or you can get so much rent for it. There-
fore your value is right, and you have no
appeal." No end of people have come to
both the member for Leederville and my-
self since these meetings have been held,
asking us, "Will we appeal?" My advice
to them has been, "It is of no use ob-
jecting." There were 67 appeals, but we
could have had 200 or 300. It was no good
those people appealing because they would
all have got more or less the same answer
-"Your place is worth so much and that
is the end of it." I have brought the Bill
down to see whether we can get that por-
tion of the Act altered.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.mn.

Mr. NIMMO: I could enumerate to the
House many of the ratings in the district,
but I do not think that that would help
any way. I showed a copy of the Bill to
the Acting Lord Mayor a week ago, but as
I have received no comment from this
gentleman, I assume that it meets with the
approval of the Perth City Council. It will
be noted that the Bill seeks to strike out
in the relevant provision in the Act the
words, "is unfair or incorrect." The word
"unfair" is the one that is worrying our
committee.

Members will also note the words that
are proposed to be inserted in lieu. With
regard to paragraph (c) of Clause 2 we
also consider that if anybody intended to
appeal against his rates, he could go to
a sworn valuator for a true valuation.
One person I could name in this district is
the aunt of the Minister for Mines. Per-
haps I should not have mentioned the
Minister's name

The Minister for Mines: I am short of
votes.

Mr. NIMMO: I think I am right in say-
ing that the value of that lady's house has
risen by £1,000 and there are many more
that are similarly affected. The lady in
question referred to an appeal but she
said to me, "What is the use? I cannot-
get anywhere with an appeal," and I had
to reply by telling her that I did not
think she could. After discussing this
amendment both with the officers of the
Crown Law Department and the Leader of
the Country Party, the members of our
committee consider it will afford the
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people some justice. I have in my posses-
sion at the moment three or four files on
which I could speak for several hours, but
I do not intend to do so. Therefore, I
move-

That *the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by the Minister for Rail-
ways, debate adjourned.

ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor received
and read notifying assent to the City of
Perth Scheme for Superannuation
(Amendments Authorisation) Bill.

MOTION-STATE FORESTS.
To Revoke Dedication.

Debate resumed from the 30th Novem-
ber on the following motion by the Minis-
ter for Forests:-

That the proposal for the partial
revocation of State Forests Nos. 20, 21,
28, 33, 34, 36, 38, 51 and 55 laid on the
Table of the Legislative Assembly by
command of His Excellency the Gov-
ernor on the 26th day of November,
1954, be carried out.

MR. WILD (Dale) [7.361: This is the
usual motion to revoke the dedication of
State forests that is brought forward each
session. It has been before the House since
last week and members who are interested
in it no doubt would have opposed the
motion by now if they had any objection
to it. I personally have perused the file
and apparently it follows the usual pattern
of revocation which is made annually.

The only point I wish to make is that
two of the revocations are for the purpose
of declaring townsites where mills have
been established. If the Minister cares to
peruse the plan for the townsite of Shan-
non River I think he will find that we have
had some difficulty with the Health De-
partment in regard to the installation of
septic tanks in such townsites. It is very
nice to have these townsites established,
but if the Health Department insists that
many thousand of pounds should be ex-
pended on the installation of septic tanks
in workers' homes, it will make the posi-
tion very difficult.

These timber mills have been operating
for many years without the home, of the
workers being provided with septic tanks.
It seems to me that such installations
would be an unnecessary expense when
materials and labour are so short. I sup-
port the motion.

Question put and passed.
On motion by the Minister for Forests,

resolution transmitted to the Council and
its concurrence desired therein.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1954-55.

In Committee of Supply.
Resumed from the previous day; Mr.

Moir in the Chair.

Vote-Forests, £267,168:
THE MINISTER FOR FORESTS (Hon.

H. E. Graham-East Perth) [7.391: I take
this opportunity of making a few observa-
tions on forestry in order, once again, to
emphasise the importance of this great
natural asset to the economy of Western
Australia. The State forests comprise
approximately 4,000,000 acres and my esti-
mate of the value of the timber contained
in our forests is roughly £1,000,000,000. Re-
flection on that figure will indicate that
any words on my part or by anyone else
cannot emphasise enough the tremendous
importance of the forests and how vital it
is that we ensure the continuity of timber
supplies.

It is estimated that there is a saving to
Western Australia to the extent of approxi-
mately £11,000,000 per annumn by using our
own timber as against what the position
would be if we had to import all the tim-
ber that is used for so many purposes in
this State. It has also been estimated
that the permissible cut should be in the
vicinity of 800,000 loads per year. Actu-
ally, permits are available allowing a per-
missible intake of approximately 1,000,000
loads per annum from State forests and
Crown lands.

The full permissible intake is not being
availed of and, in fact, only about 750,000
loads are being removed from State forests
and Crown land generally, although, of
course, there is a considerable amount of
merchantable timber recovered from pri-
vate property. That indicates the lack of
foresight in the years that have passed
in allowing country bearing first class tim-
ber to be made available for settlement-
and this dates back many years-and prac-
tically no use has been made of huge tracts
of this land as can readily be appreciated
when it is pointed out that about 25 per
cent. of the timber produced in Western
Australia comes from private property.

That, in itself, should be an answer to
those who are so insistent that areas should
be made available willy-nilly for land
settlement. A total of approximately 8,000
workmen are engaged in the forests and
the timber industry of Western Australia.
of course they, together with their wives
and families and the people who render
services for them, constitute an important
unit in the economy of the State. I fancy
that I have mentioned before that it is
considered, in some quarters, that more
people are settled on the land if that land
is reserved as a forest than if it were con-
verted into farms and holdings generally.
Because of the nature of forestry and saw-
milling operations, the people live in small
communities, where they can have ameni-
ties and social life which is by comparison
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restricted in the case of individual farms
where there are considerable distances
between the various family units.

With the passage of time, new and more
effective methods are being employed to
ascertain the true forestry wealth of the
State. In saying that I have in mind the
use of aeroplanes for aerial photography,
and during the past 12 months almost
500,000 acres were covered by air photo.
interpretation and field assessment which
is in a little more detail, and this year it
is anticipated that a greater area still
will be covered and that next year a new
working plan will be ready for submission
to Parliament.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: From the aerial
photograph it is almost possible, is it not,
to count the trees in a certain area?)

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: It is
possible to classify them and to detail the
species of timber. Only a few weeks ago,
together with several members of Parlia-
ment, I had the opportunity of having this
explained at Manjimup. When pointed out,
the detailed interpretation was absolutely
astounding; we could see what was being
demonstrated. Of course, the trained and
experienced forestry officers can almost
assess the volume of timber contained in
the trees merely by a study of these aerial
photographs.

During the year 214,000 acres have been
added to the State forests, and another
300,000 acres are under consideration at
present, the area being in the Deep and
Frankland River districts. Forestry is not
merely a matter of waiting for the trees
to grow and then issuing permits for the
fallers and sawmillers to remove the tim-
ber. To indicate several of the principal
works undertaken by the Forests Depart-
ment, I would mention that it maintains
no less than 13,000 miles of roads, it builds
between 500 to 800 miles of new roads per
annum; it maintains 1,300 miles of tele-
phone lines, and builds approximately an-
other 100 miles per year.

The department also builds about 30
houses every year for its employees and
maintains 817 houses and other buildings
in the course of its operations. In addition,
it operates seven sawmills on its own ac-
count. These of course, appertain to the
thinning and falling generally of the pine
plantations. The member for Nedlands ex-
pressed to me an interest which he has in
the growing of pines. It should be pointed
out in this respect that Australia has no
native pine whatsoever. In other parts of
the world it has been found that of the
timber used, approximately 80 per cent.
is pine and'20 per cent. hardwood, whereas
in Western Australia the proportions are
almost exactly reversed.

We know very well that there is a pre-
judice in this State against any other tim-
ber but jarrah. In that connection a
timber utilisation committee has been set

up within recent months, comprising
certain Government departments - the
P.W.D., both Commonwealth and State,
the State Housing Commission, the Forests
Department-architects, sawmillers and
master builders, in an endeavour, by ex-
changing views and information, to develop
a more widespread use of timbers other
than jarrah. This is very necessary in view
of the rapid increase in population of this
State, because it is estimated that the
timber reserves available cannot support
the requirements of more than 1,000,000
people.

From this it will be appreciated that
within a comparatively short space of
time, unless something is done about it,
Western Australia will need to import tim-
ber for its everyday requirements.
Strangely enough, the use of steel for
buildings of various types, for furniture,
signposts, hoists in place of wooden clothes
lines, and other things seems to have had
no effect on the demand made for timber.
The graph shows an upward curve in the
demand made. Several years ago a plan
was laid down for the planting of pine
which, broadly speaking, was to involve
about 2.500 acres of pine per annum. Un-
fortunately, owing to the lack of funds, this
target has not been achieved. Since 1950
something in excess of 7,000 acres has
been planted and it is hoped that under
the new working plan, 2,500 acres will be
planted every year!. But this, of course,
is contingent upon sufficient loan funds
being made available.

Mr. Yates: It is intended to replant the
plantations in the metropolitan area when
they have been cut?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: So far
as I am concerned, there will be no more
plantations started within 25 miles of the
G.P.O. without reference to me as Minister
for Forests. The metropolitan area, both
in the industrial and a residential sense,
is growing at such a rate that even the
outer suburbs may change rapidly during
the lifetime of some pines, which is 50
years. The confines of the metropolitan
area can spread to such an extent that
whereas it is thought nowadays that a
plantation is sufficiently removed from
settled portions of it, within a few years
the location of the plantation would be
found to be an embarrassment to its de-
velopment.

There are approximately 19,000 acres of
pine plantations in Western Australia, and,
incidentally, one is named McLarty in re-
cognition of the service of the Leader of'
the Opposition when he was Minister for
Forests. As members are aware, pine plan-
tations have been named after Collier,
Scaddan and Willcock, as a tribute to the
services rendered by these members as
Ministers for Forests.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: I agree that
great names should be perpetuated.
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The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: Uin-
fortunately, very many of these pines were
planted when insuffcient knowledge was
available to the Forests Department, that
is as to suitability of type, as to the soil
necessary for their proper growth and de-
velopment, and other factors. Now it ap-
pears that in the vicinity of 30 per cent.
of the pines planted will be virtually
useless. Perhaps I should qualify that by
saying that those pines will have to be cut
before reaching maturity, not only to
undergo the thinning process, which is
general, but to be actually cut down. These
half-grown pine trees, of course, are made
use of. In the opinion of the Forests
Department it is of no use trying to perse -
vere with them. More initial treatment
to make pines grow rapidly will have to
be undertaken.

I am not able to indicate what the eco-
nomics of the undertaking might be and
whether this early cutting might result
in some loss or whether the return would
be sufficient to meet the expenses of the
plantations. Of the 19,000 acres of pines,
most are under 20 years of age. Some are
older. It is found that a Particular species,
namely pinus radiata, grows to maturity
in roughly 35 years, whereas the pinus pin-
asta, of which a considerable quantity has
been planted, takes between 50 and 60
years to reach maturity.

What that means can be indicated in
another manner. Whilst it might not be
apparent to the layman, in order to demon-
strate the rapid growth of pine-wood be-
cause of the terrific number of trees which
can be grown on one spot compared with
our natural hardwoods, I would point out
that, in the words of the Conservator of
Forests, a really selected pinus radiata
stand can produce up to 12 loads per acre
per annum over 30 years, including thin-
ning, and this is a wonderful figure com-
pared with jarrah which is not likely to
Produce more than one-quarter load every
year over the same area.

Pine trees can produce 1~2 loads to the
acre as against a quarter load for jarrah.
Thus any land set aside for pine growing
will return a tremendous volume of timber
compared with own native timbers. I wish
to say, finally, that in respect of pine, the
receipts from the sale of local pine last
year totalled approximately £E79,000. At
the moment there is a very strong demand
for locally grown pine-wood. Indeed,
there is difficulty in supplying the quan-
tity required. This is a healthy and en-
couraging sign because it is inevitable
that more softwood must be used in order
that our locally grown hardwoods can be
utilised where they are required to stand
up to hard wear. In this regard I am
thinking of structural timber or where
the wood is exposed to the elements.

Last evening I indicated that an en-
deavour was being made to encourage.
wherever possible, the use of timbers other
than jarrah, and I am hopeful that during

the next 12 months certain steps will be
taken in order to encourage the use
of marri, or red-gum as it is commonly
called. In the course of the next few
months a house will be erected in the met-
ropolitan area for demonstration purposes,
the outer walls of which will be of pine-
wood; it will not be painted but covered
by a coat of clear varnish which has a
certain amount of elasticity. The Forests
Department has built several of these
houses in Manjimup. They look attractive
and I am certain that the one proposed
to be erected will be a novelty in the met-
ropolitan area. It is hoped that the years
will prove to the people of Western Aus-
tralia that locally-grown pine timbers can
be used satisfactorily for purposes where
they are exposed to the elements.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: What is the
royalty charged on the average load of
jarrah?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: The
royalty ranges from the base sawmilling
centre-that is, Shannon Mill operated by
the State Saw Mills-at 7is. 6d. a load
and, of course, increases in stages up to
the metropolitan area where sums in ex-
cess of 30s. have been obtained by the
system of auction or tender as the case
may be. The conservator proposes to draw
up a new basis of royalties after full con-
sultation with the sawmillers, and it is
hoped that in the New Year many
anomalies now existing will be overcome.

HON. SIR ROSS McLARTY (Murray)
[8.1]: I was greatly interested in the re-
marks made by the Minister in intro-
ducing his estimates. This is a very im-
portant department and, as the Minister
rightly said, it is of great value to the
State. I have been interested when visit-
ing some of our young forests to see the
reforestation that has taken place. It would
give any visitor at all interested in timber
some idea of the great present and poten-
tial wealth in our forests.

Whoever administers the department in
future will have to guard our resources.
There is a shortage of timber, not only in
Western Australia but also in many other
parts of the world and, because of that
shortage, there is sure to be a keen de-
maind. As time goes on, it is likely that
pressure will be brought to bear on the
Minister to permit cutting to take place
in the young forests, and such pressure
will have to be resisted. It would be a
waste and a crime to have our young trees
slaughtered before they reached maturity
or near maturity at any rate.

As the Minister is aware, these young
forests are carefully guarded and close
attention is given to any application made
for timber cutting generally. The Minister
said that the estimated wealth of the
forests in this State was £1,000,000,000. I
have to accept that figure; I do not know
how it was arrived at, but no doubt the
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valuation was made by forestry experts
who have a practical knowledge and should
be able to place something like a true
value on the forests.

The Minister said that 800,000 loads of
hardwood represented the permissible an-
nual cut, and it was surprising to hear
him say that 25 per cent. of the timber
produced in the State came from private
properties. I did not realise that so much
of our timber was in private hands. I take
it that the royalties received from timber
from private lands would probably be in
excess of those obtained by the depart-
ment.

I should like to ask the Minister whether
any reforestation is being undertaken in
the sandalwood areas. I know what is be-
ing done in regard to the jarrah forests
and fully appreciate the work that is be-
ing undertaken there, but I understand
that the sandalwood industry is still lucra-
tive, and it would be interesting to know
whether any reforestation is taking place.
When we hear the figures given by the
Minister-E,000,000,000 as the total value
of our forests-

The Minister for Forests: That is not
the value to the department in royalties,
but it is the value of the timber.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: That is SO.
The Minister for Forests: The royalty

might be about £65,000.
Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: The esti-

mated revenue for 1954-55 is £775,650, of
which sum £561,500 will come from royal-
ties,, £16,800 from fees, etc., £86,000 from
conversion of pine, £87,550 from conver-
sion of hardwood and £23,800 from re-coupable projects. I should think that
that estimate would be a reliable one be-
cause the actual revenue received in
1953-54 was £777,517, including timber
royalties £550,179 against the estimate for
this year of £561,500. Those are interest-
ing figures and are worth the considera-
tion of members,

Reference was made by the Minister to
pine planting. I have always held the
opinion that pine planting should be pro-
gressively proceeded with. If the Minister
has not seen the pine plantations in the
Mt. Gambier district of South Australia.
I suggest that he should take the oppor-
tunity of looking at them.

The Minister for Forests: I am hoping
to do so in a few weeks time.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: Then I am
pleased to hear that. When I visited Mt.
Gambier, I was greatly impressed with the
forests, and there is no doubt that they will
be of great value to South Australia, which
has not got any natural timber. When the
Minister goes there, he will be impressed
by the fact that the trees are grown on
good quality land. In this State we have
been inclined to plant our pine forests on
our poorer soils.

[149]

I inspected the pine plantation at Gnan-
gara and saw a very interesting experi-
ment. When the trees had been given just
a very little superphosphate, they had
made good growth, but on a patch left
for experimental purposes where no super-
phosphate had been used, they had made
hardly any growth. They were just stunted
trees a few feet high. This indicated that
if proper treatment is given to pines irre-
spective of the class of country in
which they are grown, they will respond.
So I suggest to the Minister that when
future pine planting is being considered,
a plantation might be established on better
country than hitherto. It appears to me
that we ought to proceed with pine plant-
ing. Pine timber is now being treated by
some process, according to a statement
made to me by a gentleman who has a
practical knowledge of timber generally
and who holds a responsible position in
this State. He said that the treatment
now being applied to pine timber gave it
a very long life either in the ground or
out of it.

One class of pine, according to the Min-
ister's statement, reaches maturity in a
much shorter period than does another
class. I do not know which would give the
greater value in the long run, but I should
think that a pine that matured in about
30 years would probably be the better one
for us to plant, because we could use it at
an earlier date and apparently to advant-
age. In regard to the three timbers I have
mentioned-i arrah, sandalwood and pine
-reforesation should be continued, Of
course, we have other timbers that are of
value to the State and have returned a
good deal of wealth to us in past years.

Recently I received a letter from a
gentleman who is interested in a disease
that is attacking our jarrah trees mostly
in the coastal areas. This disease or pest
attacks the leaves of the trees, one of
which I have in my hand at the moment,
and the result is that all the leaves on
the tree die. The Forests Department is
always alert to such problems, and it may
be of interest if I read a statement that

appeared in "The West Australian." It
was as follows:-

GRUBS MOVE IN ON OUR TREE
FOLIAGE.

In two or three weeks jarrah trees
between Picton Junction and Bussel-
ton have changed from a healthy
green to shrivelled brown.

The sudden change has been
brought about by the ravages of the
Jarrah leaf miner-a: moth whose
grubs attack the leaves of coastal
Jarrah trees.

The Government Entomologist (Mr.
C. F. H. Jenkins) said yesterday that
the destruction of foliage this year
had been more widespread than usual.

3511



3512 [ASSEMBLY.]

Reports had come from coastal dis-
tricts, including the metropolitan area
and King's Park.

Because the caterpillar fed between
the upper and lower surface of the
leaf, the size of the trees attacked and
the wide distribution of the insect , no
practical eradication treatment w~as
available.

Although this season's foliage was
killed, said Mr. Jenkins, the trees
would survive and make new growth.

If trees suffered continuous repeated
attacks it was likely they would be
eventually killed by the insect.

This is a very serious matter, anid it ap-
pears that the pest is affecting the timber
in the coastal areas. Why it should confine
itself to those districts I do not know, nor
have I any information as to whether it
would live if it got into our jarrah forests
in the hill country. I have no doubt that
the Minister's forestry advisers and ex-
perts are aware of what is happening to
the coastal jarrah, and it is to be hoped
that scientists will discover something to
combat what appears to be a very serious
pest, which might easily cause a tremend-
ous loss to the timber industry of Western
Australia.

I have here a letter written by Mr.
Jenkins to a gentleman in the Rockingham
district who was concerned about this
attack on our trees. In it he said much
the same as he said in the Press cutting
I have read out. It appears that this pest
is extremely difficult to deal with, and I
hope it will not became widespread in
Western Australia and that means will
soon be found of coping with it.

In our jarrah forests there is also a dis-
ease known as die-back. When travelling
along the roads, members have no doubt
seen a number of dead jarrah trees. For
a time, we thought they were being killed
because of the continuous use of super-
phosphate, in the agricultural areas, and
the fact that animals normally gather
under them for shade, but I understand
that is not borne out by experts.

I am informed that this disease is still
one of the problems to be solved in our
forest areas. Practical men engaged in
forestry work have told me that this dis-
ease is to be found mostly in the valleys
and that wherever it breaks out the trees
are marked for cutting so that full use
may be made of them. -If there is any ex-
pert advice received by the Minister as time
proceeds, indicating how this disease may
be combated. I am sure members will be
glad to hear of it.

Then again, I was interested to hear the
Minister mention other timbers in Western'
Australia. I once visited an exhibition and
saw some of our native timbers polished for
use in different ways. There is no doubt
that we have some beautiful timbers in

this State, and that very little use is being
made of them. I have seen articles made
from common banksia and I believe there
would be a demand for them in many
parts of the world. Those remarks apply
also to sheoak and certain other of our
timbers. In the past, we have lightly re-
garded the value of these trees. I remem-
ber that when I was a young man the
farmer could take his wagon to a mill and
get a load of facecuts for next to nothing.
He just waited at the chute and, as the
timber came over, picked out what he
wanted, and from it he could build good
sheds and other buildings. That was tim-
ber which today is regarded as being valu-
able.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You cannot get it
for nothing now.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: That is so.
The hon. member would agree that we have
now a better realisation of how to utilise
our timber and eliminate waste. The Min-
ister's reference to the use that may be
made of red gum, or marri, as foresters
call it, was interesting. I think it likely
that this will prove to be a valuable timber,
and I understand that a house built of it
has been erected at Dwellingup in order to
see what happens. I understand that it is
standing up very well.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Is redgum ant-
proof?

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: The ter-
mites might attack it, but I think the
timber could be treated.

The Minister for Forests: It is not very
susceptible to white ants.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: At all
events, the owner of any timber-framed
house should be constantly on the look-
out for white ants. At the South-West
conference, a number of farmers com-
plained that they were having a rough spin
with regard to jarrah posts. They said
that when they were permitted to cut trees
for fencing purposes, the trees allotted to
them were hard to split, and very often few
post could be obtained from them. The
Minister for Works attended that confer-
ence and got some information from the
Minister for Forests before going there.
He replied to criticisms on the spot, and
said it was much more important that
timber be used for housing than for fenc-
Ing. I think we might agree with that but
I would ask the Minister to examine this
problem. He realises the necesstty for
fencing if we are to develop this State
properly in order that more stack might be
carried and more production generally
undertaken.

The Minister for Forests: I wonder
what many farmers did with the timber
that was originally on their properties?

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: As I say, in
the early days no great value was placed
on the timber, but the outlook today is
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different and there are not now many
farmers so short-sighted as to wilfully
burn a jarrah tree.

Mr. Hearman: Those on the farms to-day were not responsible for destroying the
timber.

Hon. Sir ROSS McLARTY: I am glad
of that interjection. The farmer of today
-and for a considerable number of years
Past-has known what jarrah trees are
worth and has realised the necessity of
preserving them. I do not think there
has been any waste of timber on farms
for a number of years. I believe some of
the complaints are justified and that
farmers have been sent to cut timber in
areas where there was little chance of
them meeting their requirements. When
I held the portfolio of Forests, or just
after that, there was a most disastrous
forest fire in the Dwellingup area.

Naturally, I agree that every possible
precaution should be taken to prevent
such fires, and I know that the treetops
are now burnt up and as much dead tim-
ber as possible is got rid of. But some
farmers who have lived near forest areas
all their lives, have told me they think
it would be safer if we had more burning
off in the forests generally. As the Min-
ister knows, there is a very thick growth
of scrub, and dead leaves fall in millions.

In days gone by, when the forests were
not under the present strict control, large
areas were leased for grazing and the les-
sees used to go into the forests and burn
them at least every second year. The re-
sult of that burning was that thousands
of young jarrah trees came up and many
eventually grew into good and valuable
timber. I sometimes think that some of
our forests are allowed to grow too thickly
before there is a burn and I do not think
it would harm them if those areas were
burnt more often in order to prevent really
disastrous fires taking place owing to the
heavy accumulation of dead leaves and
undergrowth. Naturally, forestry officers
are very careful about the actual burning
and the time at which it is done because
they do not wish to start fires that they
cannot control, but I suggest to the Min-
ister that he discuss what I have said
With his officers and obtain their views.
I, would be glad to know from him how they
react to the suggestions I have made.

MR. JAMIESON (Canning) [8.30]: 1 am
constantly reminded of the activities of
the Forests Department by the pine plan-
tations in my electorate and I would like
to say a few words on this vote. We know
that our local forests are being well cared
for by the Forests Department and the
conservator, but I feel that we could carry
out more experiments in the growing of
other timbers in this State. Recently
sketchy reports were published in the
Press of a survey party which went
through the North Kimberley area. It

appears from the report that there are
large Parts of that country which have a
good rainfall-some of it in excess of 35
inches a year-and also there are large
tracts of lakes.

I suggest that the Forests Department
give consideration to experimenting with
timbers that grow well in Northern,
Queensland or in the Bulolo Valley in
New Guinea. It may be possible, in this
area, to grow tropical timbers that could
be used commercially. Tropical timbers
grow much quicker than do our local tim-
bers and reach maturity in about 20 years.
This would make them a commercial
proposition if the right varieties for the
areas I have mentioned could be found.

Some people might say that these areas
would not be suitable for growing timbers
from other parts of the world. Before we
started to grow Pines in this State much
the same thing was said, but now we have
arrived at a position where the Forests
Department can decide on an area and
grow pines without much bother. The
northern part of the State is the only
place in which tropical trees could be
grown here, and in my opinion the Forests
Department should make investigations,
in conjunction with the Department of
Agriculture which has experimental sta-
tions in those regions to see what can be
done.

The pine plantations which come under
the jurisdiction of the Forests Depart-
ment are doing well and will provide some
wealth to the community. It is well for
the people of this State that such a long-
sighted policy in connection with the
planting of pine forests was adopted.

As regards timbers that are not now in
general use, in my opinion there are many
that could be used and that would
be availed of in other countries
which have not the same quantities of
natural timber as we have in this
State. In years past we have not thought
the common tuart of the coastal sand-
plain areas worth using and no doubt
much of it has been wasted. It could have
been used for flooring and other forms
of building material. We in this State
are very lucky, and I should say that we
are more fortunate than any other State
in Australia in having so much timber
at our disposal. However, we cannot
allow our forests to be cut out willy-
nilly.

In my opinion, the Forests Department
is, on the right track in Pursuing its policy
of conservation. It is watching the mills
to ensure that logs are not wasted. I
understand that at some mills, produc-
tion is as low as 30 per cent. I believe
that the millers themselves could produce
much more from the logs they cut, and
in the southern part of the State I under-
stand that in the land settlement areas
they have milling units that are cutting
out all usable timber.
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Many of the top logs in the trees which
are not used at present, as well as some
of the trees cut by the fellers, could be
used for the making of pickets, scantling
and the like. We could indulge in scav-
enge milling and use a good deal of timber
which is left to rot on the ground. This
would help the economy of the State. At
present many smaller items, such as
pickets and so on, are cut out of the
bigger logs, whereas off-cuts or smaller
timbers could be used.

Millers may become much more care-
ful if a stricter and closer watch is kept
on them by the department to ensure that
they get a greater quota from the logs
hauled into the mills. In the main, I
think that the department is watching
the interests of the people of this State,
and so long as that continues, the depart-
ment will leave a legacy of which future
generations may be justly proud.

MR. HILL (Albany) [8.38]: 1 am rather
interested in this department and I sug-
gest to the Minister that when he con-
siders afforestation, particularly the plant-
ing of Pines, he ought to realise that
there are other parts of the State which
can be used for this purpose and which
are quite a long way from Perth. I would
like to give members some of my personal
experiences. In 1910 I planted some pine-
trees on my property and at that time
I was in partnership with my brother-
in-law. He enlisted in 1916 and was
captured in 1917 and during his time
as a prisoner-of-war he worked on a pine
forest in Prussian Poland. When he re-
turned in 1919, the first words he said
were, "How those pines have grown! You
would not have got that growth in Europe
in 40 years."

Some four or five years ago I sold the
pines and I got up to £7 10s. each for
them. Those members who have travelled
along the Kalgan'River will remember
a pine avenue at Killarney. The man
who purchased that property cut out the
pines and at present he has a private
pine plantation which is doing very well.
Surely if it pays a private individual to
p~lant a pine plantation in that area, it
would pay the Government! I would like
to draw the Minister's attention to a re-
mark made to me some years ago by Mr.
Kessell. He said, "The time is coming
when we will want existing mills for local
requirements and for export purposes we
will have to go further south."

We have to go further south for our
export timber today, and the most econo-
mical port for some of the mills is un-
doubtedly"Albany. Unfortunately there is
no chance of getting the gap in the rail-
way attended to. Shipping men have ap-
proached me and asked me to try to
arrange for timber to be brought by road
from our timber mills to Albany where
it could be stacked on the waterfront and

loaded into ships when cargo was avail-
able. If the Minister will endeavour to
make arrangements for the provision of
road transport and the road from Den-
mark to Manjimup is attended to, the
desire of the shipping people will be
achieved. It would cost about £500,000
to construct this road properly and it is
absolutely essential for the development
of our forests in the lower part of the
State.

I hope that the Minister will consider
this aspect and also that he will try to
get more trees planted in areas away from
the metropolitan area. I do not know
much about some of the other districts,
but I think that the area around Dandar-
ragan would be most suitable and perhaps
a commercial proposition could be started
in the vicinity of Geraldton.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Bunbury is the tim-
ber port.

Mr. HILL: Bunbury, as a port, is
finished. I suggest to the hon. member
who just laughed that he have a look at
the figures I have and compare them with
last year's results.

Mr. Brady: He cannot read.

Mr. HILL: It is a pity. We have to con-
sider the State as a whole, and I would
like to draw attention to the fact that
pines were planted near Esperance. I
would appreciate hearing the Minister's
opinion of that plantation. I would like to
see that part of the State come into its
own at a later date.

MR. MOIR (Boulder) [8.42]: I desire
to say a few words about this department.
Throughout the history of the Goldfields
timber has played a most important part
in the running of the mines, both as a
fuel and for underground operations. Over
the years the department has carried out
a policy of conserving our young forests,
and rightly so. When mines were first
established, the idea was to start cutting
the timber adjacent to the mines and then
gradually work out, taking practically
everything that grew.

Finally, of course, they ended up long
distances from the mining centres, and
over the years there has been a regenera-
tion which has been closely watched by
the Forests Department. In my opinion
in later years that regeneration has been
too closely conserved and as a result of
the long haulage necessary, it has become
uneconomical to use wood as a fuel. The
timber being carted to Kalgoorlie for the
power corporation and the mines was
hauled a distance of over 100 miles from
that centre. As members can readily
imagine, the cost of transport was very
heavy and that played a major part in
the ultimate cost of the firewood to the
users.
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The position arose that wood fuel be-
came too costly and the firewood indus-
try, as far as the mines are concerned, is
practically non-existent at present. How-
ever, there is a certain amount of wood
fuel still used, but it is a very small quan-
tity, and the people who use it still have
to go long distances for supplies. I would
suggest that the Minister have a look at
the position regarding the regenerated
forest that has sprung up over 30 or 40
years and see if it is not possible to allow
that to be used. After all, it was only
conserved in the first place to be used,
and, if the people who obtained this fuel
have to go so far out that it makes it anuneconomic proposition, it should be made
available to them.

Otherwise, what is the use of conserv-
ing this regrowth? It will merely continue
to grow and stand there idle. I am notreferring to the forests that are adjacent
to the settled areas, because they serve
a very good purpose and should not be
interfered with. They keep down the dust
with which the Goldfields has beenplagued in bygone years, but to which it
is not subject to such an extent today be-
cause of the forest that has regrown and
has kept down soil erosion and the re-
sultant dust.

I feel an easing of that policy might
quite easilyv be made in view of what has
happened so as to allow some of this tim-
ber to be used in more economic circum-
stances than operate at present. Another
aspect is that of allowing the fuel getters
to operate in closer areas, say Kalgoorlie
and Boulder, than those in which they are
operating at present. The cost of wood
to the domestic consumer on the Gold-
fields is almost prohibitive today. I think
we pay about £4 7s. 6d. or £4 10s. a ton of
wood for domestic use.

The Minister for Forests: That is from
the firewood merchant.

Mr. MOIR: Yes. Everyone will agree
that is a very high price to pay. Since he
has taken over, the Minister has been very
considerate. He has lifted some of the re-
strictions on domestic firewood getters-
that is, the ordinary people who desire to
obtain a licence and go out of a week-end
and bring in a load of wood in their utility
for domestic purposes.

Previously they were made to go out
quite long distances and as a result the
cost of obtaining that wood was pro-
hibitive despite the fact that the type they
were getting was completely waste wood.
It was wood that had died, or in some
cases it wvas what was left from cut-over
forests, stumps and so forth, which, if
they were not used for domestic purposes,
would have rotted down or been eaten
by white ants. That wood would have
been of no use to anybody. I refer to the
green timber regrowth which possibly could

be cut quite a lot closer to the Goldfields
than is being done at the moment. If it is
not allowed to be cut now, it will not be
cut at all.

I was interested to hear the remarks of
the Leader of the Opposition when he re-
ferred to the growing of pines, particu-
larly when he said consideration should be
given to growing a pine in a better type
of soil than is usual at present. I have
seen the pine plantations around the met-
ropolitan area, and all the trees are grown
on a very poor type of soil. The Leader of
te Opposition and other members will

recall-as will the Minister-that at Hamel,
very good pine trees have been grown for
years in the plantation there on a fairly
good type of soil.

In the South-West, when I lived there.
I can remember the people in some
of the centres planting pine trees on
their blocks or in the streets, generally
in quite a good type of soil, and some
magnificent trees were grown there. Some
of them are still standing but others, of
course, have been cut down and milled. I
agree with the Leader of the Opposition
that consideration should be given to-
growing pines in areas where there is good.
land. I appreciate that where there is
good land in the South-West, it is prob-
ably used for growing fodder or foodcrops.

I am quite sure, however,.that there are
areas in the forest reserves where there is
good land, which has to a certain extent
been cleared through milling operations.
and consideration should be given to plant-
ing small pine forests there. I would re-
fer to the old railway formations that run
through those forest areas, of which there
are a number, with a clearing on either side.
They are not very wide, but, of course,
they run for miles and the timber has all
been felled within a certain distance of
the railway line. I am sure that would
be a good proposition to grow pines on.

Mr. Hearman: They are handy as fire-
breaks, too.

Mr. MOIR: I realise that, and I am
well aware that the Forests Department
of later years has done an exceptionally
good job in forest management and the
safeguarding of our forest assets. This
was not always so. Many years ago I can
remember that there was some very fine
timber slaughtered throughout the forest
areas. The milling companies, that had
these areas, picked the eyes out of them,
and when they selected the logs for the
mill, they were not always careful to see
that they got as good a yield as it was
possible to obtain from those logs. As a
matter of fact, the quantity of good tim-
ber that was put in the fire chute was
scandalous. The fires were kept burning
and were never allowed to die out. Quite.
a lot of our good timber has gone into
those fire chutes.
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One has only to go through the lower
South-West and see some of the properties
there that were developed prior to the de-
.pression days. Some magnificent timber
-was absolutely slaughtered in that area.
Hundreds and thousands of acres of forest
were ringbarked and their skeletons can
be seen standing there today. One does
not have to know much about timber to
appreciate the fact that these trees which
were destroyed were very valuable as tim-
ber.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: You are refer-
-ring to the karri trees?

Mr. MOIR: That is so. There is many
a fine karri tree standing there that was
ringbarked. In those days people did not
have much regard for the future of this
State from the point of view of its timber.
Today there seems to be a different feeling,
and there has been for many years in this
State quite a realisation that our timber
must be conserved. We are coming up
against the problem of the shortage of good
inillable timber that confronts many
countries. Whereas in the past we used to
export quite a large quantity of our tim-
ber, today we find we can use the whole
of it, and there is no necessity to export
it at all. The demand for housing is so
great that it can be used for building
purposes, for which it is second to none.

I have often wondered whether the
Forests Department has given considera-
tion to experimenting with the pine, known
as the Murray pine, that grows in the
Eastern States. It. grows along the Murray
River, the Murrumbidgee and those areas.
It is a fast growing and hardy pine and has
a characteristic that the imported pine
lacks; it stands up to weather and white
ants. I have been to some of the towns
in the Riverina and have seen houses that
were built 100 years before I was there.
They are still there and the timber is
sound and firm. Quite a number of those
houses were built wholly of pine. The
tree does not grow to a great size, indeed,
it is not as big as some of the pine trees
here.

Mr. Hearman: Is it an indigenous
timber?

Mr. MOIIR: Yes.
Mr. Norton: It grows in a 12-inch rain-

fall.
Mr. MOIR: That is true. It grows

thickly and to a height of 18 to 20 feet.
Mostly scantling is cut from it, although
4 x 1 and 5 x 1 flooring boards can be got
out of it. It is knotty, but at the saqie
time it is a very durable pine, and, of
course, it is light. It is an excellent tim-
ber. I have often wondered whether the
Forests Department has investigated the
possibility of growing that pine in some
of the areas in the State. It would be
worthwhile looking into. There are river
Eats in the forests reserves that could be
looked at for growing good pines.

We often hear it said that the best jarrah
timber grows on soil that is not suitable
for anything else. My experience of jarrah
timber is that the best jarrah always grows
on the flats where there is a rich alluvial
soil. So I1 believe it would be with pine
trees, if they were planted on river flats
and in alluvial soils along the creeks. In
conclusion I want to say that I feel the
Forests Department of latter years has
looked after and conserved the assets of the
State, preserved our native timbers and
experimented with other types of trees that
could be grown in the State. It behoves
everybody to keep a vigilant eye on our
forestry policy and see that it Is continued.

MR. HEARMAN (Blackwood) [8.59]: 1
would like again to raise a matter on this
Vote which I referred to by question a few
weeks ago. I allude to the supply of fruit
cases. On that occasion the Minister did
not take the question very seriously and
seemed to take the opportunity to place
the blame on the business interests con-
cerned with the export of fruit. I am not
going to suggest that these people have to
accept it if they are not willing to assume
considerable responsibility in connection
with fruit cases. But I would point out
to the Minister that his suggestion regard-
ing the placing of orders 12 months ahead
is a different proposition. Last year, when
there was a poor season, the export crop
went to about 750,000 bushels. I have
heard that the estimate for this season is
as high as 1,700,000 bushels; but until a
later stage of the season is reached, it is
extremely hard to say, with any degree of
accuracy, just what number of fruit cases
will be required to meet the need.

Mr. Hutchinson: I hope the increased-
production will lower the price.

Mr. HEARMAN: I cannot reply to that
interjection because the subject does not
come under this Vote. The point is that
the sawmilling industry generally is not
greatly interested in the production of
fruit cases. Though their cost has risen
considerably, the proposition is still not
attractive to the sawmillers. It is true
that the State Saw Mills have made very
considerable efforts in the production of
sliced boards; but although those boards
are being improved, they are by no means
the complete answer to the problem.

Yet, in a period when competition on
overseas markets is becoming keener, it
is all the more necessary to ensure that
the general appearance of our pack is
the best that can be achieved. The Gov-
ernment generally, and the Minister for
Forests and Agriculture in particular, must
accept some responsibility, and to some
extent must be interested in the question of
supplying fruit cases that are really good
and of satisfactory appearance.

Before the war, when the actual export
trade was just as large as it is today, there
was, on occasions, no difficulty in produc-
ing cases of good appearance. In fact, the
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Western Australian redwood cases was re-
garded almost as a trade mark on the ex-
port markets of the world, both on its own
account and for the fruit that it con-
tained. Unfortunately that reputation
for quality of case has not been
maintained. I do not propose to go
into the complete details of why
it has not been maintained. The Minister
is probably fairly well informed on that
paint; though until quite recently, when
he was shown some cases, I do not think
he fully appreciated how bad they could
be in appearance at times. They do vary
considerably, some being quite good.

Mr. Hutchinson: Would you not agree
that the quality of all sawn timbers has
deteriorated a good deal in the last few
years?

Mr. HEARMAN: Unquestionably the
hon. member is right. The member for
Boulder raised the question of the rate
of recovery, which used to be a scandal.
I can agree with him there. To some ex-
tent the same remark would apply today.
In some mills the rate of recovery is 65
per cent. or more, and all sorts of stuff is
being disposed of, which should never be
sold. That is largely the result of ex-
cessive demands.

The supply of fruit cases, and-more
important still-the quality, are not neces-
sarily the sole responsiblty of the State
Saw Mills. I think that the whole of the
sawmilling industry has some responsi-
bility in this matter. But it is the job
of the Minister for Forests to see that the
industry measures up to its responsiblity,
and I would like him to take this matter
rather more seriously. Only last week, the
Apple and Pear Marketing Board, which
controls the export of fruit from Aus-
tralia-including that from this State-
Issued a warning that unsightly cases
would not be accepted for export. So I
think the Government has a responsibility
to the growers to see that cases of suit-
able quality are available to them f or the
packing of their export fruit.

It is just as well f or members to realise
-and I think that very often it is not
realised-that competition overseas is be-
coming exceptionally keen, and that the
Western Australian fruit grower has to
compete with countries such as the Medi-
terranean lands, South Africa, the United
States and Canada. In many of those
countries labour costs are very low. Not
only are the cases in which the fruit is
packed good, but the general presentation
-such as the labelling and so on-is of a
high standard. The actual work that is
put into the packing is very much cheaper
that that in Australia.

Not only has the Australian grower to
face that competition, but also the fact
that he is further from the world's
markets than are other countries. The
least that can be done for him-and here
the Minister for Forests can play an im-
portant part-is to ensure that no stone is

left unturned in seeing that he does not;
suffer in competition with his overseas
competitors so far as the appearance of
his fruit case is concerned.

It is not an easy problem, but the fact
that it is not easy does not mean that it
should not be investigated and that we
should not do the very best we can in the
matter. In yew of the fact that in pre-
war years it was -possible to produce sawn
cases for our export-fruit, we should cer-
tainly aim at producing an absolute-maxi-
mum of such cases for our export markets
now in order that we may maintain what
is a very valuable export industry.

Then again, it is just as well to recog-
nise that the competition is becoming ex-
ceedingly keen, even in markets that are
comparatively close such as Singapore. The
American grower is subsidised in freight,
so that he is put on exactly the same
freight basis of is. 2d. per case landed at
Singapore, as is the Japanese grower;
whereas our freight is about 8s. That
illustrates the point that the Western
Australian growers have a real competitive
market on which to sell, and it is our
job to see that they are given every op-
portunity to compete successfully.

I would like to see the Minister give
some further attention to this question.
It is not entirely the responsibility of the
State Saw Mills alone. After all, the
timber milling companies have their con-
cessions. They certainly pay royalties;
but I feel they have a duty to see that
timber requirements are met, and one of
those requlrements is the production of
fruit cases suitable for export.

THE MINISTER FOR FORESTS (Hon.
H. E. Graham-East Perth-in reply)
[9.10]: I thank members for the interest
they have displayed in this Vote. it is
very satisfying to me, and I am sure it
will be satisfying to the Forests Depart-
ment.

Reference was made by the Leader of
the Opposition to sandalwood. I am afraid
that that is a dying industry. Owing to
the depredations of rabbits, the small
sandalwood plants do not have an oppor-
tunity to grow; and as the sandalwood
which has reached something approaching
maturity is cut out, it appears there is very
little prospect, if any at all, of there being
any regeneration of that timber. It is re-
grettable that that is the position so far
as the rabbits are concerned; and in a
similar way, in the more settled areas, sheep
eat out the tender shoots of the new trees.

The quality of timber made available
and its suitability for fence posts was men-
tioned by the hon. member. That position
should be rectified very shortly following
amendments made to the Forests Act a few
weeks ago. Previously the royalty was 1d.
a post. Naturally, at that figure, the de-
partment was most reluctant to allow the
better timber to be used for fence posts
when there was such a demand for timber
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for other purposes. It will now be possible
to make some increase in the royalty figure,
which, I understand from one of the mem-
bers on the other side of the House. will
mnot be objected to by the farmers so long
;as the additional amount-it is only a
.smafl percentage of the total cost-results
in an improved standard.

Tha fire policy of the Forests Department
-was also mentioned by the leader of the
Opposition, and I agree largely with the
observations he made. I do not say this
in any personal sense, but it appeared
to be the policy of the previous Conserva-
tor of Forests to endeavour to do his ut-
most to keep fires out of the forest. That
was all right up to a point except in the
mnatter of regeneration from seed. But
when a fire did get into the forest, there
was a raging inferno. The policy of the
present conservator is to have, as often
as possible, an interval of several years
of carpet fires to deal with the litter and
the rubbish so as to reduce the hazard.

Mr. Hearman: Spring burning.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: I was
going to mention that point. Four million
acres is a considerable area. During the
winter months it is impossible to burn.
During the extremely hot weather it is too
great a risk to proceed with any controlled
burning because of the dangers involved.
Then, of course, there are such factors as
the direction of wind, the availability of
manpower in sufficient numbers, and so on.
In any event, the policy of the department
is now in the direction of controlled burn-
ing rather than endeavouring to keep
flames completely out of the forest belt.

Reference to pines was made by several
speakers. The member for Albany sug-
gested that we should look in the direction
of his district. If it is possible, I intend
to visit the Albany area some time
prior to Christmas. I have writ-
ten to a farmer in that locality who
has planted quite a number of pines.
They were put in only five years ago,' and
they have made remarkable growth. In
company with the Conservator of Forests,
I want to inspect the pines that have been
privately grown there. In addition, I want
to inspect Pardalup and have a look at
some other country that might be suitable
for pinus radiata which grows much more
rapidly than the other varieties, but which
must have suitable soil.

Mr. Hutchinson: Were trace elements
-used for the pines in the Albany district?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: No.
-They were planted on farm lands. There
may have been contributing factors such
as animal manure or other fertilisers
that had been used on the paddocks pre-
'viously. It is in respect of these matters
that further information is required.

Mr. Hearman: Is there any indication
that trace elements have an effect on pine
growth?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: I
would not say that altogether, but certain
types of soils are necessary. Applications
of superphosphate at Gnandara have been
effective. The Forests Department feels
that it now has a reasonable appreciation
of the factors that are necessary for the
successful growth of pines in Western Aus-
tralia because of what it has learned over
the last 30 years or so. It is on that basis
that further inquiries will be made. The
great market for pines is in the metropolitan
area. Today freights are a considerable
factor, and for that reason it will, for the
growing of pines, probably be necessary to
explore every avenue, so far as suitability
of location is concerned, within a reason-
able distance of the metropolitan area.

Mr. Hutchinson: What about a metro-
polis in the south?

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: Re-
gard will be had for that, too, but, as was
indicated last night, approximately two-
thirds of our population live in the greater
metropolitan area, and the trend, un-
fortunately, seems to be in the direction of
accelerating that state of affairs.

The member for Canning referred to
the need for inquiry in the northern part
of the State. That is admitted, but there
are certain difficulties, the principal one
being the matter of finance, because the
Forests Department does not have nearly
sufficient money to attend to the natural
forest or the growth of pines in the South-
West. In addition, unfortunately, many
parts of the northern areas are on occa-
sions stricken with drought, which could
be fatal to any pine planting programme.
The percentage recovery in the sawmills
can be deceptive very often because whereas
a few years ago only prime logs were milled,
today logs of an inferior nature but con-
taining a certain percentage of merchant-
able timber, are being treated.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: It must be
pretty hard for the millowners to make a
profit out of some of the logs that I have
seen being milled.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: That
could be so. Incidentally, permits within
a reasonable distance of the metropolitan
area have been cut over by sawmillers, and
they have vowed that everything worthwhile
has been removed. The Forests Depart-
ment has gone through later with its fallers
and has felled trees which have com-
manded top price from the metropolitan
sawmillers. The haulage for those logs
airerages probably 50 miles. Notwithstand-
ing the distance the logs are carted, and
the high royalties, the sawmillers are able
to continue their operations, in some cases
working almost entirely on the basis of
using logs that were completely rejected
by other sawmillers.

The member for Albany suggested that
because certain people have been able to
grow pines successfully, the State should
be able to do so without any difficulty.
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That is perfectly true, provided the State
has sufficient funds to establish and main-
tain pine plantations. The establishment
of pine plantations would be a good in-
vestment for people in a private capacity.
At least one firm is doing it at the present
moment and other efforts on a smaller
basis have been made by individuals. The
planting of Pines could provide a healthy
financial return to investors as well as
assisting the State economically.

Hon. Sir Ross McLarty: The difficulty
is the long wait before you get a return.

The MINISTER FOR FORESTS: That
is so, but a great deal of attention is not
necessary while the trees are growing, and
a considerable number can be produced on
a very small area. It is not necessary to
wait until the trees reach maturity, be-
cause thinning operations take place after
a comparatively few years.

The Forests Department sells about 500
pine trees, from its thinnings, for the pur-
pose of Christmas trees. This is something
that has taken on recently, and the antici-
pation this year is that 1,000 will be sold.
Only a nominal figure is charged for the
product. The top of a pine tree is cut
off by the Forests Department and sold.
The total revenue would be only about £60
or £70, which probably would not pay, but
the selling of these pines results in making
thousands of children happy.

I will look into the Goldfields matters
that have been mentioned, but I doubt
whether I will be able to make an in-
spection of the timber in those areas.
I shall discuss this matter with the Con-
servator of Forests to see whether, with-
out detriment to the area, timber can
be made available closer to the mines so
as to reduce haulage costs.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Mines, £E400,080:
THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. L.

F. Kelly-Merredin-Yilgarn) [9.25]: The
1953 gold production. of 824,000 fine oz.
which showed an increase over the pre-
vious year, was valued at £13,300,000. It
is pleasing to note that the production
figures for the current year will, on pre-
sent indications, be even higher.

A number of interesting and important
transactions have occurred within the in-
dustry during recent months. One that
met with a great deal of approval in many
circles was the amalgamation, by pur-
chase by the Western Mining Corpora-
tion, of several Kalgoorlie mines. The
South Kalgurli and the Boulder Persever-
ance are two that come readily to mind.
This step in the industry should bring
about some improvement in the opera-
tion of the mines concerned.

One pleasing feature is that the com-
panie~s will now be controlled within Aus-
tralia. We feel that is of considerable
advantage to the industry, and because

of the transference of the overseas office%
to a situation closer to the scene of
operations, the industry should benefit to-o
a large extent. This move will also have!
the effect of reducing costs, particularly'
in the Kalgoorlie zone. Some duplication
which in the past has been costly will
be eliminated. Anything that will tend
to reduce overhead costs must be an ad-
vantage.

The Government recognised the posi-
tion of some of the areas north of
Kalgoorlie in regard to crushing facili-
ties, and it decided that a State bat-
tery should be established at Menzies-
The battery is now in the course of con-
struction-the work is well advanced-
and it is hoped that towards the middle-
of January the mill will be open for the
treating of prospectors' ore from a wide
area. There is every indication that the
advent of a battery in the district wilU.
stimulate the interest of prospectors.

At the present time many parcels of-
ore are waiting for the battery to com-
mence; and many prospectors are mark-
ing time with the idea of getting solidly
into production when the battery starts.
We are hopeful that the Menzies battery
will have the effect of causing a revival
of many shows that are at present not
working although, by virtue of their past
history, they should be all right. An-
other important move is the institution of
what has come to be known as the drilling
policy of the goldfields areas. Iron ore
projects have been diamond drilled during
the past several years, with beneficial re-
sults. Pyrites have been discovered as
the result of diamond drilling. In the
Southern Cross area-at Koolyanobbing
really-the returns from the drilling have
been of a very satisfactory nature, and
they give us a tremendous amount of hope
that in the future, no matter what the
position may be in other parts of the
State, there will be an abundant supply
of high grade pyrites in that area.

The first of the diamond drills that have
been purchased is in operation at present
for testing worked-out mines in any areas
that are geologically suitable, and it is
hoped that a revival of the industry will'
be achieved by the prosecution of a drilling
programme. The two other drills that are
necessary for prospecting for gold have,
been ordered, and their delivery is antici-
pated in the near future. The first one
received will be despatched to the North-
West and the other will be used in the
Murchison.

There are many centres of importance
that have closed down in the past for one
reason or another, and it is considered
that by drilling on decided spots with a
view to a revival of goldmining in these
areas, the future of the industry will be
enhanced considerably. It is also proposed
to use one of the department's large dril-
ling plants on one of the original minesi
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eon the Murchison that was a prolific pro-
ducer several years ago. I refer to the

40reat Fingal.
Geologically, there is every reason to

believe that the body of ore that produced
so much gold in this mine a decade and

-a half ago will be rediscovered at depth
and this factor should recreate a great
-deal of interest in that area. A similar
-drilling programme was carried out on the
Hill 50 goidmine and those who are in-
terested in the goldmining industry will
realise what an advantage the revival of
.that goldmine has meant to the history
iof goldmnining in this State.

We have established a drilling section
at Collie. This was done to maintain
a close watch on potential coal seams
and in order to have a complete repair
section for all drilling plant. At pre-
sent the Government has a considerable
amount of capital laid out on drilling
plants on various mines. Several of these
plants are in the Collie area and they
have proved to be of great value to the
State by disclosing the trend of coal de-
posits at Collie and by segregating the
bad areas from those that are worth-while
developing. Further, they have probably
made available to the State knowledge
that would not have been obtained other-
wvise.

Mr. Moir: Are those coalmining areas
held under lease?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
-Whole of the Collie basin is held under a
-mining lease of one form or other, and
there is practically no reserved territory.
'Therefore the bulk of the drilling work is
done on company property. In some cases
the companies have been working on a f
for f basis and the Government has been
prepared to drill their various points on
that score.

Some of the companies are not paying
anything, but it is noticeable that if any
attempt is made to bring those companies
into line with the others, they refuse to
do anything about the matter and
sit back and leave the responsibility of
the drilling to the Government. Of course,
whenever the Government has decided to
curtail drilling in any particular area, and
to put the drills to more profitable use in
an area where the drilling is subsidised
,on a E for Z basis, there is an outcry in
the Collie section, and the drilling has to
.be resumed on the previous site.

The search for all minerals in the State
'has been extremely active. In particular,
TI have in mind the North and North-West
of Western Australia. Over a period of
years there has been much production of
many minerals, but during the past 12
mionths production has been stepped up
by some deposits being revived and also
by others being extended. The method for
the extraction of asbestos has been greatly
:improved and placed on a much better

plane by producing the asbestos in a clean
condition. That is an important factor
and I am sure it will have a great deal
of bearing on the future operations at
Wittenoom Gorge.

Increased production has been shown
with the mining of chrome and clays.
Copper has come into its own because of
the demand for it for the production of
fertilisers and some of the fertiliser
companies are keen to obtain copper
of a reasonable quality to blend with
the product they are now producing.
Gypsum production has maintained its
previous standing and iron ore is being
mined in ever-increasing quiantities.

Although the price of lead has not
reached the peak it did several years ago
and in recent months fell as low as £72 a
ton, at present the price is £94 a ton, and
this has created considerable revival in
leadmining. I understand that whilst the
Wheel of Fortune has gone out of pro-
duction, Prothero will commence opera-
tions in the near future and the ore that
is won from that deposit will make a sub-
stantial contribution to the total amount
of lead produced in Western Australia.
Manganese is being steadily produced in
quantity and permission has been obtained
to export one or two shipments from Aus-
tralia. However, by and large, the amount
of manganese mined is used to meet Aus-
tralia's own requirements.

The production of pyrites is gradually
being increased. The use of fertilisers in
this State is slowly growing, notwithstand-
ing that the price has risen greatly in a
comparatively short period. It is not very
long ago that super could be obtained for
£3 5s. or £3 10s. a ton, but now the price
of it is about four times that amount.

.Mr. McCulloch: What is manganese
worth a ton?

The MINISTER F-OR MINES: Manga-
nese is worth about £18 l0s. a ton over-
seas and about £11 10s. or £11 15s. a ton
in Australia. There is a great difference
between the export price and the local
price, and endeavours are being made to
increase the Australian price because it is
thought that it is an imposition on the
industry for manganese to be sold to local
consumers at such a low figure when there
is such a lucrative market overseas. In the
last 18 months the production of tin
has considerably increased and there is a
prospect of even a further increase because
several companies in recent months have
come into operation and will shortly be-
come tin producers.

Coal is in great demand. One of the im-
portant. factors of coal production in recent
times is that consumers can now obtain
the quality that they desire. For some
years, of course, the demand was much
greater than the supply and so all coal
broken at Collie found a reasonably ready
market. However, as production became
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greater than the demand, the consumers
were able to dictate the standard that they
required. This has had a desirable effect.
Certainly there has been some waste of coal
because of that.

However, perhaps some of the coal pro-
duced may be used for the production of
coke at a later date, but at present the
industry is being placed on a much sounder
basis because of the demand by consumers
for the type of coal they require. The pro-
duction of all minerals, with the exception
of gold, is valued at approximately
£3,000,000 for the past twelve months. That
is a very good figure and is one that we,
as Western Australians, should be proud of.

I do not require to say much on the
search for oil except to mention that the
activities of the operating company are
being intensified and the programme laid
down for the past twelve months is ahead
of schedule. Further, expenditure has more
than exceeded the amount anticipated.
Grant Range in the Kimberleys has re-
cently come into the picture of oil explora-
tion as an area for drilling operations, and
the eyes of the State are turning in no un-
certain manner to it because of the poten-
tial that is supposed to exist in that locality.
Freneys are erecting a drilling plant and
expect to spud in not later than the middle
of January.

With two companies operating at Grant
Rag, 1 tika we c.anL antUl..ipuate Fhat

there will be a good deal of interest shown
by the people of this State when they go
into operation. The Goldfields Petroleum
Co. also proposes to commence its acti-
vities in the Eucla basin. Apparently it
has arranged a contract for drilling and
there will be only a few matters of detail
to be dealt with before that company com-
mences its operations in the southern part
of the State.

We have decided to set up a petroleum
engineering section. It is felt that this
part of the industry should be catered for
by establishing on a very small scale what
could ultimately be very much enlarged to
meet the requirements of the industry as
expansion takes place. It is very necessary
that drilling operations and technique be
checked and facts and figures correlated,
so that a general maintenance record of
the operations conducted by the various
companies can be kept. The distance be-
tween the various oil search areas is con-
siderable, and the officer to be appointed
will have a big task to keep in touch with
the industry as the momentum increases
and as new areas are brought into produc-
tion.

The Government continues to assist the
gold 'mining industry, and particularly pros-
pectors. There was an increase in the
number during the last 12 months and
also an increase in returns. In all, the
scheme is working very well and some im-
portant work has been achieved. There

is still a small number of prospectors re--
ceiving assistance from the department..
Because of this, many were able to go into,
production again. The subsidy on low--
grade ore carted to State batteries was;
ccntinued. This has a very important
bearing when viewed together with the
latest Federal assistance given to mines
on the borderline. Had either of these
subsidies not been forthcoming, it is cer-
tain that a number of the smaller concerns
would have gone out of production, or
would not have been able to get into pro-
duction again.

Another very important adjunct is the
hiring of mobile drilling plants to pros-
pectors and small companies at nominal
charges. Recently the department pur-
chased a small drill, as distinct from the
drilling plants I have already referred to.
This is a comparatively cheap machine,
but it is capable of drilling laterally. Most
of the plants owned by the department drill
on the vertical and, in some cases, they can
be stood off 45 degrees. This plant will
enable small prospectors who have com-
pressors of their own to test the ground
laterally, or at an inverted angle.

We think this will be of great benefit in
many cases, particularly where the geology
of an area indicates that the lode is paral-
lel. It will enable drilling to be done at
the bottom of a shaft sunk 200ft., or in
fact sunk to any depth in a lateral direc-
tion. Trhis will give tremendous scope at
a very low cost and will obviate the neces-
sity for drilling down to the depth already
proved by shaft.

The final and interesting 'circumstances
in regard to the mining industry is that
the importation of explosives has increased
very considerably, and today the quantity
is greater than it has ever been. That is
hard to understand when the production
figures and the tonnages broken have not
increased very greatly. I am not able to
say whether there is a difference in the
quality of explosives imported now, or
whether modern mining practice is using
more explosives than formerly.

Mr. Wild: To what sections of the indus-.
try do the explosives go?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I cannot'
give the figures. There has been an over-
all increase in the use of explosives by,.
quarries for breaking up stone for build-
ings and roads. The main increase took
place in the metalliferous section of the
industry. There has been a noticeab]le
annual increase. It is difficult to analyse
where the increases have occurred.

The general feeling of the industry is
one of buoyancy because there are many
irons in the fire today and because of the
increased activities brought about by oil
exploration. This has turned many eyes
towards Western Australia with a conse-
quent influx of small and syndicate com-
panies interested in mining various min-
erals. Because of the interest showir, there.
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-has been an intensifying of general in-
quiries at the department. The experience
of counter workers in the department is
that the interest in counter applications
to the department has increased very con-
-.siderably.

MR. WILD (Dale) [9.54]: There are two
notable features in the Mines Department
Vote which must bring very great benefits
to this State. The first is the honouring
of assistance to the goidmining industry by
the Commonwealth Government, as prom-
ised at the last elections. I have no doubt
-that this has brought about a good deal
of satisfaction in the industry, particularly
on the part of those who have been
struggling during the last three or four
years. While I have every faith in the
wool and wheat industry, I have yet to be
convinced that either of these are of
greater importance in point of wealth to
the State and to the Commonwealth than
the goidmining industry, despite the fact
that in the last three or four years the
income from wool and wheat has been
astronomical.

So, anything which can be done to assist
the goldniining industry to keep on an
even keel, or even to keep going, should be
,done. Looking back into the history of
Western Australia, on at least two occa-
sions the goldmining industry has got the
State out of trouble. To those who have
been fortunate enough to travel overseas,
particularly to the Far Eastern and Middle
Eastern countries, the value of gold is
apparent. They have seen what gold
means in those parts of the world. To
the down-trodden millions of Egypt, India
and other Middle Eastern countries, the
mnost valuable article is a piece of gold.

I can well remember the filigree gold
'ornaments worn by those people, and that
mnany workers engaged in that industry go
blind at the age of 14 or 15. I noticed
that the girls wore gold ornaments around
their wrists and boys wore them through
the ears and nose, and even covered their
teeth with gold. They do this because
they know that when times are bad they
will have something to fall back on. I
have yet to be convinced that any in-
dustry in Australia is basically more
important than that of goidmining,
and I1 am sure I shall never change my
views.

We must look after this industry to the
very best of our ability. The assistance
recently rendered by the Commonwealth
must give great heart to the industry, par-
ticularly to small shows, and even to big
,shows working on low-grade ores. Many
-miembers of this House have worked in the
-gold mines, and anyone who has been in-
terested in goldmining knows that the
continuance of the industry depends on
one thing, that is, developmental work.
Otherwise, the day will come when a comn-~pany will decide that it cannot spend so
nuch on development because the price of

gold is too low. It will pick the eyes out
of the mine and allow water to come in.
On the other hand, if sufficient money is
paid to recompense the mines for gold
extracted, then all mining companies will
make sure that a certain amount of de-
velopmental work is done, to keep ahead of
the gold.

I was also interested to hear the Minister
speak on tin production. In recent months
we have seen in the Press that a move will
be made to mine tin around the Shore
River in the North-West. A company has
been floated and it looks as if tin will be
produced from the outback of the North-
West. In respect to tinmining at Green-
bushes, I understand that Amalgamated
Tin and Strategic and Tin Minerals have
joined forces. Those two companies are
pushing on with the mining of tin in the
Greenbushes. area.

Finally, I refer to the great development
taking place in the North-West by Ampol
Exploration by virtue of the oil that has
been discovered, even though up to date it
has been in small quantities. The other
evening, I spoke at length on the necessity
to foster these companies. I cannot i-
press that fact on the Minister sufficiently.
I understand that in America the com-
panies are permitted to use 20 per cent.
of the funds that normally would be paid
in taxation for developmental work. This
amount is allowed as a taxation reduction.

If American companies can be persuaded
to come to this State, they can use the 20
per cent, deduction in the industry here.
It would cost those companies virtually
nothing. If the 20 per cent, is spent on
developmental work, it actually comes out
of the coffers of the U.S.A. Why should
we hot take advantage of it? The funda-
mental thing is that we must offer every
inducement to these companies to come
here and spend money.

The other evening, I remarked that in
1949 a report was circulated throughout
the oil . ndustry following an investiga-
tion in the North by the Zinc Corporation,
the Vacuum Oil Co. and the Anglo-Iranian
Co., the latter of which is now operating
at Kwinana. Their geologists came to the
North and had a good look at the country
and presented a rather bad report which
was circulated through one of the oil
journals amongst the oil people of the
world. It was only through fortuitous cir-
cumstances and after many requests to
companies to come to Western Australia
that in 1950 the present company was
persuaded to make a start.

While I believe that the Minister has
every sympathy with the company, as also
has his department, I hope he will not get
the idea that, because a little oil has been
found in the North, he can say to the
company, "You are getting too much of
the pork chop and we shall take a little
away." That would be the quickest and
surest means of filightening away those
people who have millions of money that
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they can spend here just as easily as they
could spend it in Persia, Saudi Arabia or
any other oilbearing country in the
world.

It was pleasing to hear the Minister
say that things are on the up-grade. Let
us hope that the small finds that have been
made in the North will be increased during
the -next few months. Many people have
their eyes turned towards Western Aus-
tralia, and I think that few of us realise
what it would *mean to this State if oil
were found in large commercial quanti-
ties.

MR. RHATIGAN (Kimberley) [10.2]: A
pleasing fact as regards the North is the
great activity in the search for oil, which
is having very beneficial results. If it is
possible to find oil in large quantities in
this State, I believe that the present com-
pany will find it. At any rate, it will[ not
be the company's fault, judging by the way
it is undertaking the search, if it does not
make a big discovery.

In 1924, the first move was made in
the search for oil in the East Kimberleys,
140 miles from Wyndham. That was un-
dertaken by the Oke-Durack Company
which later amalgamated with Freneys
and shifted to Nerrima Station where it
is still operating, and nobody can say at
this stage that that company will not be
successful in finding oil. People generally
are quite optimistic about the prospects,
and I feel there is every Possibility of the
venture at Grant Range proving success-
ful.

We also have encouraging news of
uranium claims being pegged in East and
West Kimberley. Goldmining activities
in the North have, for the time being,
steadied down. The first gold discovered
in Western Australia was located in the
Kimberleys. There are still a few pros-
pectors in the area, and I should like the
Minister to give consideration to setting
up a battery in the vicinity of Hall's Creek.
A private person has a battery a few miles
out of Hall's Creek, but it is not operated
continuously and small prospectors have
great difficulty in getting their stone
crushed there. The Minister should insti-
tute inquiries into the possibility of Pro-
viding a battery in the Hall's Creek area.

MR. O'BRIEN (Murchison) [10.5]: 1
was very pleased to hear the Minister's
remarks in moving his vote and especially
his reference to the drilling programme
about to be put into operation. In the
Murchison area we have approximately 10
mining districts that would prove to have
at least one valuable gold producer. By the
use of the up-to-date method of diamond
drilling, I believe that results could be
obtained that would be of great value to the
State.

In my opinion, the mines that have been
operating over the years will be proved at
depth and will again become producers

in the near future. From some of those
mines, prospecting parties have produced
and are still producing gold. Right out
east as far as Laverton, the prospects are
very favourable, and this applies also north,
south, east and west of Mt. Magnet. Despite
the fact that geologists for many years
held the opinion that the Murchison would
produce gold only down to a shallow depth
-some 200 or 300 feet-it has been proved
by this method of drilling, in the Mt. Mag-
net district for one, that the Murchison
may confidently be expected to have not
one Golden Mile but many.

The Government assistance to prospec-
tors is considered to be very fair. Day by
day I receive inquiries from men who are
turning back to goldmmning from other
occupations. While the other industries are
still prosperous, many who have engaged
in prospecting in the past have decided
that gold is and will be the best and most
profitable industry for them to engage in.

The Federal subsidy of £2 an ounce on
gold will be of great assistance to the mines
that are producing, especially to these on
low-grade ore such as the Sons of Gwalla.
Unfortunately that subsidy seems to have
come too late, so far as I have been able
to gather, to assist to any great extent the
Big Bell mine. Had the Federal Govern-
ment granted the subsidy 12 months ago,
all the gold produced during the year would
have carried the £2 subsidy. This would
have been of great financial assistance to
the company and would probably have pre-
vented the closing-down of that big low-
grade formation.

According to the latest report, the values
in the Big Bell are still underfoot and it is
expected that they will continue to a depth
of at least 500 feet. I hone that the com-
pany will reconsider its decision to close
the mine. If it decides to continue opera-
tions, it will be a great inspiration to the
industry.

Quite recently the Leader of the Opposi-
tion stressed the importance of consider-
ing the cost of production in respect of
wheat and ore. Although it might be
claimed that wool can be produced on the
Murchison at 4s., the price would not have
to decline very much below that figure
before some of the people now engaged in
the industry would be turning again to
goldmlning-the industry which has come
to the assistance of the State on more than
one occasion.

The Day Dawn mine was a good producer
in the early days and is considered to have
one of the largest and richest reefs In the
world. I was pleased to hear the Minister
say that he expects that mine to be
thoroughly tested. The Minister, in my
opinion, is doing his best for the industry
and I have all possible confidence in him.
I could speak at considerable length on this
vote, but I shall not occupy the time of
the Committee any longer.
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MR. McCULLOCH (Hannans) [10.13]:
The remarks of the Minister were cer-
tainly very enlightening. They conveyed
the impression that the drilling expedi-
tion on the various goldfields is being
stepped into considerable activity. In re-
cent years, aircraft have been engaged to
search for fields of gold and other min-
erals, but I believe that the old prospector
with the pick and shovel is a man who
will eventually make the discoveries.

I do not say that air surveys are al-
together useless; doubtless they do serve
a purpose, but the old fellow with the
pick and shovel and dry-blower is the one
we have to depend upon. In recent years
the number of prospectors in the field has
dwindled. Owing to the rise in the cost
of various necessary commodities, the
prospector was unable to maintain him-
self on the small amount previously
granted by way of assistance. Lately,
however, the allowance has been increased
considerably, with the result that more
men are now taking to the bush as pros-
pectors.

The Minister's reference to the produc-
tion of manganese in this State surprised
me and by interjection I asked the price
being obtained for it. It seems strange
to me that £18 per ton is received for
manganese sold outside Australia, while

'the internal price is only £11 per ton. I
know that we have only limited quanti-
ties of manganese and that we must con-
serve a considerable proportion of it for
our own use, but can still not understand
that large discrepancy between local and
overseas prices. I do not think any co)m-
pany is. entitled to get the benefit of that
big difference in price for manganese
bought for use in Australia.

Considerable boring has been done to
the south of the Golden Mile for some
time past but we have seen no authentic
reports as to the values encountered. That
boring is being done in my electorate and
I have on occasion asked the workmen
what results they were getting but, as in
other instances, those men are probably
bound to secrecy and, in any case, I do
not suppose they would really know what
the values were. Some people have been
optimistic enough to say that good values
have been encountered, but I believe that
is just guesswork as nothing official has
been stated in that regard.

I was surprised also to hear the Minis-
ter's statement that boring was being done
on company leases on the coalfields by
the Government and that certain of the
companies were not contributing to the
cost. It seems strange to me that these
companies should have that work done for
them at someone else's expense. I do not
see any reason why discoveries, if made,
should be handed to these people on a
plate at public expense.

Mr. May: I think the boring is being
done for geological purposes.

Mr. McCULLOCH: I have no doubt
about the purposes for which it is being
done. The member for Dale mentioned
the subsidy recently approved for the gold-
mining industry. It will be of consider-
able benefit as this industry has suffered
severely over the years through the in-
creased cost of various conmmodities and
increases in the basic wage, while the
price of gold has remained static so that
the companies have not been able to pass
on their increased costs to the purchasers
of the gold. The Americans are not in-
clined to move from the price for gold
that has operated for a number of years
notwithstanding a great deal of advocacy
not only by Australia, but also by other
gold-producing countries in the world, for
an increased price.

The subsidy will assist some of the mines
which have Lbeen on the bread line and
will give them an opportunity to under-
take developmental work which no doubt
will lead to some of them staying in pro-
duction considerably longer than would
otherwise have been the case. I believe
the Minister has given a very fair indi-
cation of the position of the goldmining
industry in this State and I am pleased
to think that the Mines Department has
given every possible assistance to those en-
gaged in the industry.

MR. MOIR (Boulder) [10.22]: This de-
partmenit deals with one of the most im-
portant industries in the State. In the
past, it has been the most important and
could easily attain that position again in
the future. At present goldmining gen-
erally is in a fairly buoyant position, with
the exception of one or two of the large
producers, the prospector and the small
miner. It is readily realised that even if
the price of gold went to £30 per ounce,
there would still be sections of the indus-
try which would not be in as good a posi-
tion as others.

In saying that, I do not refer to the
present mines, but in such circumstances
there would spring up companies that
would work propositions of such low grade
that they would border on the uneconomic.
However, the major gold producing com-
panies seem now to be in a fairly happy
position owing to a number of factors, the
most important of which are more efficient
management and a fuller realisation of
the value of mechanisation in the industry.
In this way, they have been able to reduce
their costs while increasing overall pro-
duction.

The figures show a large increase in gold
Production over the last few years. In
1950 the return was 608,633 ounces of gold,
while in 1953 it was 823,331 ounces. The
yield in Australian currency has increased
from P-9,428,745 in 1950 to £12,754,770 in
1953. The distribution of the return in
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wages, purchases and costs is also interest-
ing. From a distribution of £7,133,418 in
1949 the figure has risen to £11,321,918 in
1953.

It is interesting also to note that in 1953
the average grade of ore worked was 5.19
dwt. per ton, the second lowest in the his-
tory of the industry. The lowest grade
worked was in 1949, when it was 4.94 dwt.
per ton. This indicates that the industry
is in a fairly buoyant condition and can
make considerable profits while treating ore
of an average value of 5.19 dwt. Of course,
there are some mines which are able to
show a return over and above costs on a
much lower grade of ore.

I believe the Great Western at Bullfinch
can show a profit on a grade of a little over
3 dwt. It is recognised however that it is
working large ore bodies and can put
through a considerable tonnage, thus re-
ducing overall costs. It might be of in-
terest to point out to the Minister, who re-
ferred to the increased consumption of ex-
plosives in this State, that there has been
a considerable increase in the tonnage of
ore won in 1953-the last year for which
I have the figures-when 3,169,875 tons
were produced as against 2,626,612 tons in
the preceding year. There we have an in-
crease of nearly 500,000 tons in 12 months,
due largely to the operations of the big
mines.

There is a theory current in some places
in relation to the increased consumption
of explosives. The belief is widespread
among the miners themselves that the ex-
plosives supplied to them for use today are
not as effective as those supplied a few
years ago. I do not know whether their
contention is correct, but there is no doubt
that a man who uses explosives day after
day has a pretty fair idea of the compara-
tive values of the different types of ex-
plosives used.

No doubt the Minister is aware that in
the last 12 months there have been some
sad accidents as a result of explosions on
the mines. Some men have lost their lives
and others have been seriously injured.
I know that the Explosives Department
carries out tests on the explosives used
in this State, but I think that greater at-
tention should be paid to this testing to
ensure that the explosives are as safe as
they can be made. Attention must also
be paid to the manner in which they are
used.

Only last week there was an accident
in the metropolitan area. Men were pre-
Paring explosive charges at one of the
local quarries. An explosion occurred and
unfortunately two men lost their lives.
That seems to indicate that there is some-
thing radically wrong with the way ex-
plosives are being handled. There have
been several such cases in the goldmines
and unfortunately when an inquiry is held
little evidence of an enligh~tening nature

is forthcoming. The trouble is that the
person who knows the most about the
happening, and would certainly know what
caused the explosion, in most cases loses
his life. It would appear that there is
some factor that has not been located, and
because something unexpected happens,
tragedies occur.

I think greater attention should be paid
to an examination of explosives used in
mines to make sure that they are not
stored too long and thus allowed to de-
teriorate before they are used. When I
worked in the industry I did, on occasions,
reject explosives that were supplied to me
because of the state they were in. I con-
sidered that they had deteriorated and
there would be a grave risk in using them.

1jt is pleasing to note in the Estimates
that a considerable sum of money has
been set aside for exploratory drilling
operations. A sum of £246 was voted and
spent last year and this year the estimate
is £25,000. It is particularly pleasing to me
because I have advocated this expenditure
ever since I have been in Pariament. It
is ironical to look back and see the amount
that has been expended in the past on
subsidising and providing drilling pro-
grammes for the coalmining industry. It
seems extraordinary that companies, which
have operated for a number of years in an
industry, have to ask the Government. to
carry out drilling programmes for them.

That is totally different from what has
happened in the goldmining industry.
Their programme is one of testing old
ground on which little work is being under-
taken. Drilling equipment is loaned to the
small mineowners and used underground.
That is a good idea because frequently the
most satisfactory drilling operations of
an exploratory nature are carried out
underground. The coalmining companies
have, for years, been receiving assistance
from the Government to drill their leases.
but throughout the history of the gold-
mining industry the companies concerned
have had to set aside money to carry out
their own drilling programmes. In fact,
they have carried out extensive work in
this direction.

In some places on the Golden Mile it
would be difficult to put down any more
drill holes because they have drilled in
every conceivable place. The member for
Hannans referred to a company which is
drilling the south end of the Golden Mile.
That company has extremely good drilling
equipment. I think it has one of the
largest drills that has ever operated in
the goldmining industry in this State and,
while it is not big when compared with
the drills used in the North-West in the
search for oil, it is big when compared
with what has been used in the past in
the search for gold. One machine is cap-
able of drilling to '7,000ft. and I understand
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it has drilled close to that depth to see
if the lodes of the Golden Mile extend
south of the known field.

I join with the Minister in expressing
pleasure that one of the leading companies
on the Golden Mile has taken over two of
the mines there. This action, I think,
would be the direct result of a drilling
programme carried out by that company
and it is one of the most progressive min
ing companies that has ever operated in
this State. That drilling programme has
been carried out over a fairly lengthy
period and has received the co-operation
of adjacent mining companies.

The company put down drill holes
underground at the Great Boulder leases
and bored at a deflected angle eastwards
for some hundreds of feet. No doubt,
as a result of what they discovered, the
company decided to negotiate for the pur-
chase of these mines. It is a strange
thing that one of the mines concerned
carried out an extensive deep boring pro-
gramme over the years, but I believe it
was not happy with the results obtained.
However, it would appear that it struck
one of those blank zones which is some-
times encountered in mines and appar-
ently the values had gone below that
zone.

Quite a few mining companies may have
discovered, in recent years, that they have
had to reorlentate their ideas about the
geology of the country. Some mines have
found that as the ore bodies have con-
tinued, the values have tended to dis-
appear, but there have been repetitions
further along the ore bodies and at a
greater depth. They discovered that at
Norseman and it made a considerable
difference to the operations of the Norse-
man field.

The same thing occurred I understand,
at Coolgardie and only recently the old
Bayley mine was reopened. Everyone in-
terested in mining is watching that show
with a good deal of interest. It was
one of the first mines operating on the
Coolgardie goldfields and the people are
interested to see if their theories about
repetition are borne out in that mine. If
it is successful, a much greater tonnage
of valuable gold bearing ore will come
from the district.

I consider the Mines Department as
one of our most efficient Government de-
partments although I hope members have
not perused the Estimates too closely be-
cause I notice there is an item referring
to horse hire and fodder. I thought the
Mines Department gave up using horses
many years ago and possibly that must
be a carry over from 30 or 40 years ago.
The Mines Department is a section of the
Public Service where those interested in
the mining industry receive every courtesy
and assistance.

Earlier I mentioned that the prospector
today is up against grave difficulties. He
has few resources behind him and as
soon as he runs up against a problem,.
he is in trouble. He cannot solve that
problem quickly and he must give away
the show he is working. I know the
department endeavours to assist the small
mineowners over problems and periods
such as that. A case that comes to my
mind is that of Cable Bros. at Lancefield.
When I spoke on the Estimates two or
three years ago I was surprised when the-
Treasurer of the day, the present Leader
of the Opposition, disclosed that the
Mines Department had a certain sum of
money in a fund from which it could
grant assistance to small mineowners.

As a result of that, Cable Bros. made
application to the Mines Department and
received assistance; with that assistance
they went on to prove a theory they held
about that mine and discovered exten-
sions of the old lode, with the result they
eventually disposed of their interests in
the mine at a very handsome sum to a
company that is working it today, with,
I believe, very promising prospects.

As a matter of fact the operations of
that company at Lancefleld have com-
pletely rejuvenated the town of Laverton;
not to the extent it was in its heyday,
but still it has been given quite a lift, Of
course the town will grow as the mine
develops. At present they are producing
enough ore to keep the local State bat-
tery working full time. That is very
pleasing because it will give employment
to a crew of men.

It is satisfactory to know that the State
battery at Menzies, which was built by
the Government, is almost ready to open.
That will give a great fillip to the Menzies
district and enable the people there to
produce gold and keep that battery going,
where they would not have been able to
operate their shows had they been faced
with the cost of taking their ore to bat-
teries further away for crushing.

The subsidy given by the Common-
wealth Government which was mentioned
by the member for Dale, although be-
lated is very welcome to the industry.
The amount payable to the companies will
not assist them very much because, as
I say, most of them are on a fairly good
footing and would not qualify for the
assistance. But a company like Gwalia
could no doubt qualify, and it should be
of great assistance to it. Unfortunately
it would seem that there is little hope
held out for Big Bell. This company,
however, has some very valuable machin-
ery and plant and in the opinion of the
management it is probably a better pro-
position to realise on the assets it has
in the form of that machinery and plant
than to continue in endeavouring to work
the mine.
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There are quite a lot of minerals to
which I think sufficient attention has not
been given in this State. I feel the Mines
Department should give some considera-
tion to a proposition I put forward some
two years ago that it explore avenues for
disposing of some of these lesser known
minerals. Only recently a prospector com-
plained to me of the price he had received
from some firm in America for a consign-
ment of columbite he had sent overseas.
He had been guaranteed a certain price
for a certain grade of this mineral and be
assured me that the parcel of mineral
he sent was far above the grade the com-
pany had stipulated, but he had had a
very unsatisfactory experience with it.

He found he was cut down on his grade;
he was not even given correct weight.
and he was thoroughly disappointed in
the treatment he received from this pur-
chaser I think the Mines Department
could explore the possibilities of setting
up an agency in an endeavour to contact
reputable buyers of some of these minerals
in other countries, in order that the inter-
ests of producers here can be safeguarded.

I would like to say a little on the ques-
tion of mining leases. I mention this every
time I speak on the Mines Vote, but I
think it bears repeating. The Mines De-
partment should be most vigilant in see-
ing that people are not allowed to tie up
mining leases, hold thern indefinitely
and do nothing about them.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: The old prospec-
tor is the worst; he just sits on them.

Mr. MOIR: The member for Mt. Lawley
would like to believe that. My experience
is that the old prospector works an area
and if it does not pay him he gets away
and takes up another area. The old pros-
pector to whom the member for Mt. Lawley
refers is the prospector who wears a collar
and tie and has never been down a mine
shaf t. He takes up large areas, ties them
up but does not work them..

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: If you went
around the mining leases you would find
the men live on them, and potter around.

Mr. MOIR: The leases to which I refer
are large areas held purely for specula-
tive purposes. The people owning them
do nothing; they merely hold them for
speculative purposes. When a company
becomes interested in them it finds it is
faced with a purchase price of £250,000
or £300,000 and consequently the company
is not interested unless it is an excep-
tionally good lease. We had that experi-
ence with the Big Bell mine and that was
one of the reasons why that mine was not
able to show the profits it should have.

When the vendors of the lease who had
never stuck a pick in the ground, and
never paid to have a pick stuck in the
ground, disposed of that lease to the com-
pany they did so on terms which included
the payment of a royalty of 10s. an oz.

for every oz. of gold that came out. That
would reach considerable proportions be-
cause that company worked on a large
scale and produced many thousands of oz.
of gold a year, and the 10s. royalty was
going on all the time. The company had
to pay all the expenses of producing the
gold, and the royalty represented clear
profit, which would have been a very
handsome return if the company could
have g ot it. It would have made all the
difference to the company.

That is what happens in this State.
People get hold of areas, squat on them
for years and then hold some company up
to ransom. There are areas today which
are held up and which could quite easily
be worked if somebody did not have to
pay a large sum of money to work them.
That should not be tolerated. I agree
that a certain amount of latitude should
be given to a person who takes up an area.
has not the resources to work it himself
and negotiates the formation of a company
to exploit the minerals. To a certain ex-
tent,' that is justified.

It is not justifiable to allow some person
or some small company to hold mining
leases and squat there. In some cases
they are not even squatters because they
do not stop within hundreds of miles of
the area. This costs them nothing but a
small amount for rent. It is a very good
speculation, and they get an unearned in-
crement from those areas. It should not
be tolerated. That does not only apply to
gold but to other minerals. It would be
interesting to know the mining leases that
are held by people who do nothing at all
to work them.

I would like to refer to the item that
makes Provision for payments to miners
and their widows under the Miners'
Phthisis Act which was introduced some-
where around 1923. I notice that a sum
of £22,000 is set aside for this purpose.
Only three years ago, in 1951, the sum
set aside was £30,000. It indicates to me,
therefore, that these men who went out
of the industry many years ago on account
of their health, are dying off very rapidly.
I would suggest to the Minister that he
give serious consideration to having that
Act amended to provide increased pay-
ments to what must be some very old
widows now, and some very old miners who
went out of the industry many years ago.

The Act, I understand, has not been
amended for a number of years and the
payments today are the same as those made
in 1926. It is a matter that should have
been looked into years ago but it is not.
too late to start now. Apparently there
are not many of those People remaining
now but the matter should be looked at
to see if the Act cannot be amended to
Provide greater benefits than are available-
today. I notice there is a slight increase
in the sums of money to be expended this
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year on various schools of mines, situated
at Kalgoorlie, Norseman and Bullfinch.
This is very meritorious, as these schools
are undoubtedly of great assistance to the
industry and provide young men with a
wonderful opportunity to study the differ-
ent subjects that go hand in hand with
mining. They are thus enabled to become
educated in geology, surveying, mine
management, etc.

Ex-students of these schools have filled
important positions in various parts of the
world. During the war, the man put in
charge of coalmining in the United States,
by President Roosevelt. was an ex-student
of the Kalgoorlie School of Mines, and
many ex-students of that school are hold-
ing important positions in Australia and
other countries.

Mr. Bovell: I met one by the name of
Manners who holds a high position in
Rhodesia. I think his brother has just
gone over there, too.

Mr. MOIR: That is so. I think that
our ex-students will be met wherever min-
ing is carried out, because they are recog-
nised as men who have a thorough know-
ledge of the higher side of mining. They
obtain practical experience in the local
mines and then go further afield, where
they obtain more experience of different
types of mining, thus becoming well
equipped to hold big executive positions
in the mining fields of the world.

There is one man who now manages the
State coalmines in Victoria and who is an
ex-student of the Kalgoorlie School of
Mines. He held many responsible positions
in the mines of Western Australia before
taking up his present situation. The money
allocated for this purpose will be money
well spent in assisting to provide the
technical men required in the industry and
giving an opportunity of Western Austra-
lians who are ambitious enough and dili-
gent enough to take advantage of the
facilities offered them by this means.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. L.
F. Kelly-Merredin-yilgarn-in reply)
[11.3]1: I would like to thank those who
have contributed to the debate. The
majority of the matters dealt with will be
carefully considered departmentally.
There are two of which I desire to make
mention. One has reference to horse hire
and fodder. Horses are not completely
extinct in the mining industry. They are
still being used at many State batteries
and, as they still eat, we have to meet a
fodder bill.

Mr. Moir: It is time you got rid of them.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: With re-
gard to the tying up of leases, there have
been a number of important improvements
during the past 12 months. A number of
leases were tied up at Ora Banda, but that
is no longer the case. Again, there were

28 leases tied up at Tindals, which are
no longer in that position. There were a
further eight or nine held at Nevoria
by the Nevoria Gold Mine Co. and they
are now being utilised by prospectors.
In the past when country has been held
up, we have received a barrage of re-
quests for the area to be thrown open for
prospecting; but when they have been
released no prospecting has taken place.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Department of Industrial Devel-
opmnent, £190,618:

HON. A. V. R. ABBOTT (Mt. Lawley)
[11.5]: 1 notice that Wundowie lost some-
thing like f40,000 last year. I will not
express an opinion as to whether it should
be carried on or not; but I contend that
if it is to be subsidised, the subsidy should
be made by a direct method through the
Budget, and not indirectly, by more being
charged for pig iron than would have to
be paid elsewhere.

A letter was read by the Minister
which was clearly a request to B.H.P. not
to sell pig iron in Western Australia at
the capital city price, as is the case in
the other States. In other words, pig iron
can be purchased in Brisbane for the
same price as that for which it can be
bought in Sydney. The differentiation
here is costing Chamberlain's and others
between £7,000 and £10,000 per year. I
have been assured of that by certain
people in the business whose names I will
disclose to the Minister if he cares to
ask for them.

I have reason to believe that a consid-
erable amount of pig iron was exported at
a loss. It was sold at a price less than
that which is paid by local manufacturers.'
It was not sold to the local producers but
dumped overseas. I think that matter
should be gone into. If there is to be
a subsidy, it should be a direct one, and
not a charge. on the foundries of this
State which compete with those operat-
ing the Eastern States.

Personally, I would like the Minister to
write to B.H.P. and ask that any previous
request that the company should not sup-
ply pig iron in Western Australia be can-
celled, and that it be made available in
this State in the same way as it is made
available in every other capital city,
leaving the issue to competition between
Wundowie and B.H.P. To give a monopoly
to Wundowie and allow it to charge any
price it cares to charge, is wrong.

HON. J. B. SLEEMAN (Fremantle)
[11.9]: I notice that an amount of £50,000
is set aside as provision for losses by Sea
Foods Ltd. and Aniglo-Australian Fisheries.
A similar amount was put on the Estimates
for last year and was expended, and a like
sum is being provided this year. That
seems to me to be a large amount to keep
those companies going.
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Hon. A. F. Watts: They have closed down.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Then what is the
£50,000 for?

Hon. A. F. Watts: Losses that have to
be written off .

Hon. J. B. SLEEMA1N: There is another
amount of £ 20,000 subsidy for the Black-
wood Flax Co-operative Co. Ltd. That
amount was provided on last year's esti-
mates and was expended, but I notice there
is no amount set down this year. However,
I would like to know something from the
Minister about Sea Foods Ltd. and Anglo-
Australian Fisheries.

THE MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT (Hon. L. F. Kelly-
Merredin-Yilgarn-in reply) [11.11]: 1
cannot agree with the member for Mt.
Lawley that the letters I read out a few
days ago contain anything in the nature of
an agreement.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: No agreement.
But there was a request.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL DE-
VELOPMENT: There was no request.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Why is it not pos-
sible to buy pig iron from B.H.P. in Perth?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL DE-
VELOPMENT: There was no request. The
files do not disclose any. On several occa-
sions the hon. memrber has Intimzatcd that
he had knowledge that led him to be-
lieve there was such a letter; in fact, he
knew perfectly well that there was one! A
considerable amount of time was spent in
providing a satisfactory reply for the hon.
member; and only a few days ago I read
the contents of the only two letters that
have any bearing whatever on the subject.
They do not disclose the circumstances at
which he hinted.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: I think they did.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL DE-
VELOPMENT: *Concerning the price of pig
iron, there have been several deputations
from manufacturers in this State. I should
say there were many more during the
period when the hon. member's Govern-
ment was in power. The reply given to
those deputations concerning the supply-
ing of pig iron at a lower price was essen-
tially the same then as it has been since
this Government has been in office. Exactly
the same procedure was adopted during
the previous period as has been adopted
recently.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: That is very wrong.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL DE-
VELOPMENT: There is no injustice at all.
There are many factors of which I think
the hon. member should be given some
indication, though I regret it is necessary
to clarify the position at this late hour.
I have a reply that I will give to the hon.
member, and it is one that will have appli-
cation to the statements made recently by

the Leader of the Opposition in regard to
the same subject. I think it is time a few
facts were given.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: All I want to know
is whether you are prepared to clear it
up with B.H.P. that the Government would
like it to sell in this State the same as
elsewhere.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: I am not prepared to do
what the hon. member's Government would
not do. Is that clear?

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Yes.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: So far as I am con-
cerned, that is where it finishes. I am not
prepared to give any such undertaking
when the hon. member's Government did
not do so when it had the opportunity,
but refused every application, and declined
to consider doing what the hon. member
is asking the present Government to do.
The Government will not do it. I tell the
hon. member that definitely. There is
nothing to unravel because there was never
any undertaking. I do not think I could
speak more plainly and more clearly.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Pig iron cannot
be bought from B.H.P. the same as it is
purchased in the other States.

Mr. McCulloch: Do you think B.H.P.
should pay for manganese the. same as
people outside do?

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Yes.

Mr. McCulloch: It does not do it, does
it?

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: I do not know
whether it does or not; but I think it
should. I do not think there should he
any indirect subsidy to that company.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: Does the hon. member
think it means anything to industry in
this State-to the manufacturing industry
-to have at its back door an adequate
supply of the best grade of pig iron in
Australia? It is the best without excep-
tion, because it is selling in all parts of
the world, including the next-door neigh-
bours to B.H.P. in the Eastern States.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Did you get for
that which you dumped overseas a lower
or a higher price than here?

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: In some cases we got
nearly double the price paid in Western
Australia, and the overall average price
was greater than that being paid by manu-
facturers for an equivalent grade in West-
ern Australia. That is the position the
hon. member is not analysing very fully.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: The Western Aus-
tralian people want ordinary pig iron and
not a special grade.
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The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: They are happy to get
pig iron of any grade, but mostly they
receive the grade they specify. They do
not just take the grade we give them, but
specify what they want and get it.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: And pay more for
it.

The MINISTER FOR INDUSTRIAL
DEVELOPMENT: They are not paying
more in relation to the average export
price, and that is an important factor.
Another point is that manufacturing con-
cerns in Western Australia have a number
of advantages. They are getting pig iron
when and how they want it delivered.
They do not have to bear the high costs
of carrying big stocks to provide against
shipping difficulties. They have the best
quality available, and this enables them
to feed in 30 cwt. of scrap to one ton of pig
iron. None of the imported pigs will come
within 30 per cent, of that. These are
facts and figures which the hon. member
apparently has not taken into considera-
tion.

Hon. A. V. R. Abbott: Yes, I have.
The MINISTER FOR MINES: This

iron is available at all times at a minute's
notice, and this is an important factor
which the majority of manufacturers re-
cognise and are happy about, but one or
two are bellyaching, and they have done
so over a period of years. The policy is
not going to be altered just for one or two.,

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Fisheries, £44,014:

HON. A. V. R. ABBOTT (Mt. Lawley)
111.17]: Not a great deal of money has
been spent on fisheries. The estimate is
£44,000, but the department had a revenue
of about £7,600 last year, so the expendi-
ture is only £.36,000. The department is
doing valuable work, and I would like to
see the vote higher with a view to having
more research done. I would also like the
status of the department raised because
it has become a large department since
the crayfishing industry has developed.
The head of the department, Mr. Fraser,
does an excellent job, and I do not see
why his status should not be raised. I
know this has always been resisted by the
Public Service Commissioner, but I think
that, because of the amount of wealth
that the fisheries create in Western Aus-
tralia, some consideration should be given
to this point.

Oysters are being sent here, in
bottled form, in fairly large quantities
from the North-West, and I think that
some investigation of the beds up there
should be made to see what effect this
gathering of wild oysters is having. I
have not any knowledge of this matter,
but it would be a pity it the natural beds

were so depleted as to cause harm. The
Minister could give that question some
consideration.

Progress reported.

BILL-WHEAT INDUSTRY
STABILISATION.

Returned from the Council without
amendment.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECI.,

THE MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. W. Hegney-Mt. Hawthorn): I
move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
till 2.15 p.m. tomorrow.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned 'at 11.20 p.m.

Friday, 3rd December, 1954.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 2.15
p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.

1, Native Welfare.

2, Radioactive Substances.
Returned to the Assembly
amendments.

with

BILL-BETTING CONTROL.

Third Reading.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. G.

Fraser-West) [2.18]: I move-
That the Bill be now read a third

time.
HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central) [2.19]:

I feel I cannot allow this Bill to go through
its last stage without lodging a final pro-
test against it. It is a measure that will
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